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:(/&20(�  to the latest edition of the ‘Rural Review’.  I hope you will find the 
articles and action updates contained within this document useful. 
 

Some good news to share with you!  After a few years of negotiation with Shropshire Council to 
change the name of the ‘Wem Ward’ (which sits to the south of the parish) we are pleased to 
announce that Shropshire Council has completed its review of our request and this ward has been 
re-named ‘Roden Ward’. 
 

A request!  One topic that has become an issue this year is the growth of hedges and the impact it 
has had on visibility when driving along roads and lanes. We have had many comments about this 
issue and I would like to take this opportunity to politely remind all landowners that they have a legal 
responsibility to keep trees and hedges from overhanging and/or obstructing visibility on a public 
road. 
 

Please help us! The primary reason the Rural Review is posted to every household and business 
within the Parish is to ensure that we keep in regular contact with you and update you on changes 
and key issues that apply to the local area. However, there are occasions when more urgent 
information needs to be shared with you. To help us communicate this information as quickly as 
possible we are setting up an email notification list solely for this purpose. If you would like to join 
this list please email the Clerk, and include your name and postal address, and we will add you to 
the list. Be assured that the ‘Rural Review’ will continue to be posted to all properties on a quarterly 
basis.  If you do have any questions or comments regarding our local parish that you would like to 
discuss please do not hesitate to contact one of your local councillors or the parish clerk. 
 

Finally, as this is the last ‘Rural Review update before the festive period I would like to take this 
opportunity on behalf of the Parish Council to wish you and your families a happy Christmas and a 
prosperous and healthy 2017! 
 

Jon Murgatroyd, Chair, Wem Rural Parish Council 
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WKH� 5LYHU� 5RGHQ�� ZKLFK� QRZ�
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Every 4 years, all County, Town and Parish Councillors 
must step down from their roles and all residents have the 
opportunity to consider standing as a Councillor.  This 4 
yearly event is called a ‘normal election’ and will take place 
next May.  
 
Being a councillor is a rewarding form of public service that 
puts you in a unique position where you can make 
decisions about local issues and improve the quality of life 
for people within the Parish.  It gives you the opportunity to 
help your local community and be part of a dedicated team 
influencing and providing key services for your area. 
 
You may wonder why people put themselves forward.  We 
asked the Parish Council’s newest and one of the longest 
serving Councillors  to explain: 
Cllr Gillian Coleman said “I have lived in Coton since 2006 
and ran my  business in Wellington from 1998  and retired 
in 2015 with my son taking over.  I  was selected as 
Conservative Councillor to Wellington Town Council 
representing my ward of Dothill  in 2006 and ran an active 
campaign knocking on every door! I feel very strongly that 
local issues must be aired democratically to give a voice to 
the community  that may not otherwise be heard.  On a 
more down to earth level I feel that being involved in our 

Parish Council  Wem Rural, is better than standing on the 
side line.” 
 
Cllr Len Staines added: “Our family moved from 
Shrewsbury to Barkers Green in August 1986, so I’ve lived 
here for over 30 years. I can’t remember exactly when I 
joined the Parish Council, but it wasn’t that long before I 
started to complain to my local Parish Councillor, the late 
Arthur Ward, about the traffic going through Barkers Green! 
Arthur said that if I wanted to get involved I should be on 
the Parish Council, and when I put myself forward for co-
option for a casual vacancy – I was rejected! However, I 
got on at the next proper election. In the following years I 
soon got to know many of the residents of Barkers Green 
and Aston, and found myself being asked to support them 
over the many and varied issues that concerned them. 
Frequent topics relate to highways and planning, not 
always resulting in success, but whatever the outcome it 
seems to act as a catalyst to try to succeed with the next 
issue.”  
 
If you are interested in knowing more about the role of 
Councillor and the Parish Council please contact any 
Councillor or the Clerk.  Contac details are on the back 
page. 
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:HP� DQG� IRUPHG� LQ� ������ KDV� KHOSHG� PRUH�
WKDQ� ���� SHRSOH� RYHU� ��� WR� JHW�
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HQRXJK�WR�PDQDJH�ZLWKRXW�VXSSRUW��   
 
3OHDVH� ULQJ� 3KLO� 0R\VH� RQ ������ ������ LI�
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FRPPXQLW\� JURXSV�� 7KH� SDUDPRXQW� FRQFHUQ� RI�
WKH� &RXQFLO� LV� WKDW� DQ\� JUDQW� DSSOLFDWLRQ� LV�
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VSHFLILHG�LQ�WKH�DSSOLFDWLRQ�� 

$QQXDO�*UDQW�6FKHPH 
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Wem Rural’s Rarest Resident 
 
 
5HDGHUV�PD\� UHFDOO� WKDW�:HP�0RVV��ZLWKLQ� RXU�5XUDO�3DULVK��ZDV� WKH� GHVWLQDWLRQ� RI� RXU�&\FOH�
6DIDUL�D�FRXSOH�RI�\HDUV�DJR��,W� LV�HDVW�RI�1RUWKZRRG�� LV�SDUW�RI�7KH�)HQQ¶V��:KL[DOO��%HWWLVILHOG��
:HP�	�&DGQH\�0RVV�&RPSOH[�ZKLFK� IRUPV�%ULWDLQ¶V� WKLUG� ODUJHVW� ORZODQG� UDLVHG� ERJ� DQG� LW� LV�
ODUJH�HQRXJK�WR�EH�YLVLEOH�IURP�VSDFH� 
 
'XH� WR� WKH� QDWXUH� RI� WKH� KDELWDW�� WKH�PRVV� FRPSOH[� FRQWDLQV� D� QXPEHU� RI� QDWLRQDOO\� LPSRUWDQW�
SODQWV�DQG�DQLPDOV� WKDW�H[LVW� LQ� WKH�FRQGLWLRQV� LW�FUHDWHV��2QH�RI� WKHVH� LV� WKH�$UJHQW�DQG�6DEOH�
PRWK� �5KHXPDSWHUD�KDVWDWD��� ,WV� FDWHUSLOODU� FDQ�EH� IRXQG�RQ�VKRUW�� VKUXEE\�%LUFK� IRXQG�RQ� WKH�
PDUJLQV� RI� WKH�PRVVHV�� ,QWHUHVWLQJO\�� LQ� RXU�:HP�0RVV�� ODUYDH� DUH� DOVR� IRXQG� RQ�%RJ�0\UWOH��
7KH\� DUH� GLIILFXOW� WR� ILQG� EHFDXVH� WR� KLGH� IURP� SUHGDWRUV� �DQG� PRWK� KXQWHUV���� WKH\� HQFORVH�
WKHPVHOYHV�LQVLGH�D�FRPSDUWPHQW�RI�VSXQ�DQG�IROGHG�OHDYHV��7KH�DGXOW�PRWK�LV�DERXW�WKH�VL]H�RI�D�
&RPPRQ�%OXH�EXWWHUIO\��DQG�IOLHV�LQ�VXQVKLQH�IURP�PLG-0D\�WR�HDUO\�-XO\� 
 
7KH�SDUWLFXODU�LQWHUHVW�LQ�WKLV�PRWK�OLHV�LQ�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�LW�XVHG�WR�EH�IDLUO\�ZLGHVSUHDG��EXW�VLQFH�WKH�
EHJLQQLQJ� RI� WKLV� FHQWXU\� KDV� GHFOLQHG� VLJQLILFDQWO\�� DQG� KDV� EHFRPH� YHU\� UDUH� LQ�(QJODQG� DQG�
:DOHV��ZLWK�WKH�0HUHV�DQG�0RVVHV�EHLQJ�RQH�RI�LWV�IHZ�UHPDLQLQJ�VWURQJKROGV��7KH�UHDVRQV�IRU�
WKH�GHFOLQH�DUH�QRW� SURSHUO\� XQGHUVWRRG�EXW� LV� WKRXJKW� WR�EH� FDXVHG�SDUWO\� E\�PLOG�ZLQWHUV�� WKH�
SXSDH�QHHG�WR�EH�NHSW�FROG�RYHU�ZLQWHU� 
 
)RU� WKLV� UHDVRQ� 0HUHV� DQG� 0RVVHV� FDOOHG� LQ� WKH� VHUYLFHV� RI� 'DYH� *UHHQ�� D� SURIHVVLRQDO�
HQWRPRORJLVW��WR�VXUYH\�RXU�PRVVHV�WR�FRQILUP�WKH�FXUUHQW�VWDWXV�RI�WKH�PRWK�GXULQJ�WKLV�\HDU��+H�
ZDV� DVVLVWHG� E\� D� QXPEHU� RI� YROXQWHHUV�� DQG� WKH� SURMHFW� ZDV� IXQGHG� E\� WKH� +HULWDJH� /RWWHU\�
)XQG�� $V� D� UHVXOW� RI� GLOLJHQW� VHDUFKLQJ�� D� WRWDO� RI� ��� DGXOWV� DQG�� VXEVHTXHQWO\�� �� ODUYDH�� ZHUH�
IRXQG��%HDULQJ�LQ�PLQG�WKH�DUHD�RI�DOO�WKH�PRVVHV��LW�ZDV�LPSRVVLEOH�WR�VXUYH\�WKH�ZKROH�UHVHUYH��
VR� WKLV� ILJXUH�ZLOO� QRW� EH� WKH� WRWDO� RI� LQGLYLGXDOV� SUHVHQW�� ,W� ZDV� DOVR� QRWHG� WKDW� WKH� DGXOW� IO\LQJ�
VHDVRQ�ZDV�ODWHU�WKDQ�H[SHFWHG��'DYH�VXJJHVWHG�WKDW�WKH�HGJH�DUHDV�RI�WKH�PRVVHV��DGMDFHQW�WR�
WKH� VXUURXQGLQJ� WDOOHU� WUHHV�� DUH� PRUH� LPSRUWDQW� WR� WKH� PRWK�� DQG� WKDW� PDQDJHPHQW� ZRXOG�
HQFRXUDJH�LWV�FRQWLQXDWLRQ�LQ�ORZ�SRSXODWLRQ�\HDUV� 
 
:K\�WDNH�WKH�WURXEOH�WR�FDUU\�RXW�VWXGLHV�OLNH�WKLV"�%\�IRFXVLQJ�RQ�PRQLWRULQJ�NH\�FULWLFDO�VSHFLHV�
VXFK�DV�WKLV�PRWK��DQG�WU\LQJ�WR�PDLQWDLQ�FRQGLWLRQV�IRU�LWV�FRQWLQXHG�VXUYLYDO��DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH�ZH�
DUH�FRQVHUYLQJ�PDQ\�RWKHU�SODQWV�DQG�DQLPDOV�WKDW�DUH�XQLTXH� WR� WKH�UDLVHG�ERJ�KDELWDW�� ,Q�WKLV�
FDVH��\RXQJ�%LUFK� LV� LPSRUWDQW�IRU�RWKHU�EXWWHUIOLHV�DQG�PRWKV�DOVR�IRXQG�LQ�WKH�VXUYH\��VRPH�RI�
ZKLFK�DUH�DOVR�UDUH��$OVR��FRQVHUYLQJ�SODQWV�DQG�DQLPDOV�DW� WKH�EDVH�RI� WKH�IRRG�FKDLQ�HQVXUHV�
FRQGLWLRQV�IRU�WKRVH�KLJKHU�XS�WR�WKULYH�DV�ZHOO��:LWKRXW�WKH�FRQVHUYDWLRQ�RI�WKH�PRVVHV�D�KDYHQ�
IRU� ZLOGOLIH� DQG� DQ� LPSRUWDQW� HFRV\VWHP� FRQWULEXWLQJ� WR� WKH� EHDXW\� DQG� GLYHUVLW\� RI� RXU� UXUDO�
HQYLURQPHQW�ZRXOG�EH�ORVW� 
 
7KDQNV�WR�'DYH�IRU�WKH�SKRWR�DQG�KHOS�ZLWK�ZULWLQJ�WKLV�UHSRUW� 
 
&OOU�/HQ�6WDLQHV 
 
&RPPXQLW\� *UDQWV� IRU� FRQVHUYDWLRQ� SURMHFWV�
LQ� WKH�ZKROH� RI� WKH�0HUHV� DQG�0RVVHV� DUHD�
DUH�DOVR�DYDLODEOH��IRU�FRPPXQLW\�JURXSV�ZKR�
ZLVK� WR� FRQVHUYH�� HQKDQFH�� DFFHVV�� H[SODLQ�
DQG� FHOHEUDWH� WKHLU� ORFDO� ODQGVFDSH�� $� ZLGH�
UDQJH�RI�DFWLYLWLHV�DUH�DFFHSWDEOH��ZLWK�VRPH�
IRUP�RI�PDWFKHG�IXQGLQJ��)RU�PRUH�GHWDLOV�WKH�
ZHEVLWH�LV� 
KWWS���ZZZ�WKHPHUHVDQGPRVVHV�FR�XN�
SDJH����FRPPXQLW\-JUDQWV�KWP� 
RU�VSHDN�WR�/XNH�1HDO��&RPPXQLW\�2IILFHU��
�������������
OXNHQ#VKURSVKLUHZLOGOLIHWUXVW�RUJ�XN 
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Liz Vernon 01939 234896 The Park, Edstaston, Wem, SY4 5RF 

Gillian Coleman 01948 880944 Coton Grove, Coton, Whitchurch, SY13 2PQ 

Jon Murgatroyd 01939 234384 Grange Farm, Poolhead, Wem,  SY4 5QY 

Bob Parsons 01939 23443 The Chapel, Poolhead, Wem SY4 5UH 

Pete Slack 01939 236990 Fairview, 7 Paddol Green, Wem ,  SY4 5QZ 

1(:72:1   

Geoff Glover 01939 233357 The Old Stables, 1 The Barns, The Lowe, Wem, 
SY4 5UE 

Trevor  Hayward 01939 233400 Oakhurst, The Lowe, Wem, SY4 5UE 

52'(1   

Peter Broomhall 01939 232573 3 Swains Close, Wem, SY4 5NZ 

Peter Marsh 01939 232498 Aston Hall, Wem,  SY4 5JQ 

Fiona Ford 01939 234358 Gwiwer Barn, Woodhouse Farm, Shawbury 
Road, Wem,  SY4 5PF 

Len Staines 01939 234415 The Hawthorns, Barkers Green, Wem, SY4 5JW 

Tim Wilton-Morgan 01939 235703 Palms Hill House, Palms Hill, Wem, SY4 5PQ 

:HP�5XUDO�3DULVK�&RXQFLO 
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Tuesday 

6 December 2016 
 

Tuesday  
3 January 2017 

 
Tuesday  

7 February 2017 
 

Tuesday 
7 March 2017 

 
 

Councillors invite  

members of their ward to 

contact them to discuss 

any issues or matters of 

concern.  
 
 
You can also  

contact the Parish Clerk,  

Carole Warner,  

Orchard Cottage,  

Rowe Lane, 

Welshampton, SY12 0QB 

01948 710672 

or email  

clerk@wemrural-pc.gov.uk 
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7KLV�QHZVOHWWHU�FDQ�EH�PDGH�DYDLODEOH�LQ� 
ODUJH�SULQW�DQG�DXGLR�WDSH��� 

3OHDVH�FDOO��������������IRU�IXUWKHU�GHWDLOV� 

This newsletter is printed on recycled 
paper.  When you have finished with 
it please recycle. 
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