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Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council  

held on Tuesday 6 November 2012,  

at the Council Chambers, Edinburgh House, Wem,  

starting at 7.15pm 
 

 

167/12 Public Statements 

 Mr D Kiernan (Severn Trent Water) and other members of the team supporting the 

 water mains repair project in the area explained the suggested programme to 

 commence on 11 February 2013 in the Soulton Road area of the Parish and gave 

 updates on the on-going repairs. 

 

Formal Meeting 

Present:  

Councillors: Peter Broomhall (Chair), Bev Horsley, Mark Lockett,  Jon Murgatroyd, 

Angela Neame, Richard Powell, Len Staines, Moya Walker  

 and Tim Wilton-Morgan. 

 Clerk:  Carole Warner 

  Shropshire Councillors: Pauline Dee and Chris Mellings  

  Members of the Public: None 

 

168/12 Apologies for absence: 

  Owen Darlington, Bryan Morgan and Don Edwards (accepted)  

  

169/12 Minutes of the meeting held on 2 October 2012 to be read, approved and signed. 

  The Minutes of the meeting were approved and signed. 

 

170/12 Disclosable Pecuniary Interests: 

a. To review the Code of Conduct training held on 23 October 2012. 

 Key aspects of the training were explained to members who were unable to attend  

b. To consider maintaining a Hospitality and Gifts Register  

 It was resolved to maintain a Hospitality and Gifts Register with a zero 

threshold. 

c. Members were reminded that they are required to leave the room during the 

discussion and voting on matters in which they have a disclosable pecuniary 

interest, whether or not the interest is entered in the register of members’ 

interests maintained by the Monitoring Officer. 

  

171/12 Parish Clerk’s Report: 

a. Notice Boards in the Parish (update) 

The Clerk advised that she was to approach at least one person who lived within the 

Parish to quote for the Barkers Green board. 

b. Appointment of Parish Council as Custodian Trustee to Edstaston Village Hall and 

to discuss voluntary registration of Title at Land Registry. 
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The Clerk advised that the appropriate documents had been signed by the remaining 

Trustee of the Village Hall. The Clerk would include the cost of voluntary registration 

in next year’s Budget. 

c. Community Right to Bid (Localism Act 2011) 

The Clerk advised that Shropshire Council had agreed the procedures to administer 

this Scheme.  She would distribute details in due course. 

d. Council Tax Benefits – Local Scheme 

The Clerk advised Shropshire Council was in the process of approving its scheme for 

consultation. 

   

172/12 Financial Matters: 

a. Balances for Information 

   Noted and approved 

b. Outstanding accounts 
 The following accounts were approved for payment. 

C Warner 610.58 

Wem Town Hall 50.00 
 

  

c. To consider Grant Applications from: 

i. The Parish Church of Kings Charles the Martyr Newtown 

It was resolved to grant £300 

ii. Newtown Community and Recreation Association 

It was resolved to grant £250 

d. Budget 2013/14 

The Clerk requested members to consider items for the Budget review. 

 

173/12 Parish Plan: 

a. Update Report 

Cllr Murgatroyd advised that work continued on the Plan.  

 

174/12 Community-Led Housing Grant Scheme and Severnside Housing Association 

 Proposal 

  Following discussion it was agreed to proceed with the project providing: 

a. Severnside could provide details of the numbers included in their 

presentation; and 

b. There was sufficient housing need within the Wem Rural Parish. 

 

175/12 Quality Council Status  

  It was agreed to appoint Cllrs Horsley and Walker and the Clerk to a  

  Task and Finish Group to review the Quality Council criteria. 

 

176/12 Elections 2013 

  It was agreed to set the Annual Parish Meeting in March.  Further discussion 

  would take place once the date was confirmed. 

 

177/12 Planning: 

a. Decisions Received:  

i. 12/03329/FUL Erection of visitor and interpretation building; toilets; cafe and 

associated facilities including new access, car parking and landscaping. 
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Northwood Hall, Northwood, Shrewsbury, Shropshire, SY4 5NU 

Decision: Grant Permission 

ii. 12/03525/FUL Erection of first floor extension and replacement porch 

The Hazels, Quina Brook, Wem, Shrewsbury, SY4 5RJ 

Decision: Grant Permission 

b. Applications Received: 

i. 12/04227/FUL Erection of single storey extension to side elevation and 

detached triple garage/storage/workshop with external staircase; to include 

demolition of garage/outbuildings 

Fairview, 7 Paddol Green, SY4 5QZ 

It was resolved that there were no objections to the application. 

ii. 12/04325/FUL Erection of a steel framed agricultural building 

Creamore House Farm, SY4 5RN 

It was resolved that there were no objections to the application. 

iii. 12/02985/OUT Outline application for the erection of an agricultural worker’s 

dwelling; formation of new vehicular access 

Horton Gate, Land Off B4397, Horton, Wem (amendments received) 

  It was resolved to object to the application.  Following a review of the  

  application including the latest revisions it was considered that no  

  satisfactory justification for an increase in the internal floor space from the 

  Policy aimed maximum of 100sqm to 150 sqm had been provided. 

  It was noted that the applicant has stated that 130sqm was the minimum 

  internal floor space required but no mitigating reasons had been given other 

  than the having 4 children (one of which visits once a month) and 5 dogs.  

  It was noted that Planning Policy states that 100sqm is considered to meet 

  the need of up 6 persons. 

  Planning policy also states that “there may be a need for a farm office or 

  wet room, as part of the development, and this will be taken into account”.  

  It was considered that to allocate 20 sqm of the proposed dwelling to 3  

  separate rooms (feed preparation room, farm office and toilet) is contrary 

  to the Policy as the example states ‘or’ rather than ‘and/multiple’ facilities 

  will be taken into account. 

  It was concluded that the Council could not support the application with a 

  proposed dwelling of this size. 

c. Parish Entry in Shropshire Council’s Place 

The draft document was noted and the Clerk advised she had written to Parish 

Schools and Churches for input. 

 

178/12 Councillor Reports: 

a. Parish Councillors 

i. Wem Business Fair 

Cllr Powell gave a verbal report and advised a follow up meeting with businesses 

was to take place the following evening. 

ii. Shropshire Councillors 

Cllr Mellings advised a report on Alummy Lane had been drafted. 
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179/12 Highways: 

a. Severn Trent Water Main Works in Parish 

  Updates had been shared during the presentation at the beginning of the meeting. 

b. Problems with late harvest and resulting damage to verges. 

General discussion took place and it was noted that several incidents had been 

reported and followed up by Shropshire Council.  It was agreed that the NFU would 

be requested to contact its members and remind them of the legal position and best 

practice. 

c. Repairs in the Parish (update) 

A number of repairs and flooding issues were noted. 

d. Road Closures 

Road Closures advised by Shropshire Council were noted.  

 

180/12 Parish Matters: 

a. Shropshire Council Car Parking Consultation  

It was agreed that the errors in the data provided would be brought to Shropshire 

Council’s attention. 

b. Automated External Defibrillator 

It was noted that several residents had expressed interest but were unsure to the 

level of responsibility and expertise expected.  It was agreed to arrange a public 

meeting at Edstaston Village Hall. 

 

181/12 Correspondence: 

a. SALC Information Bulletins 

b. Fenns, Whixall and Bettisfield Mosses Down to Earth project. 

 

182/12 Date of next meeting and to consider future agenda items: 

 Tuesday 4 December 2012 start 7.30pm.   

 Discussion on the North Shropshire Tourism Strategy was requested. 

 

 

The Chair, Cllr Peter Broomhall, declared the meeting closed at 9.15pm  

 

 

 

Signed…………………………………………………..  Date…………………………… 


