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Wem Rural Parish is a sporadically populated parish covering a 
fairly large area and consists of three Parish Wards: Edstaston, 
Northwood and Wem. These three wards surround Wem town, 
a bit like a large doughnut shape, and consist of a number of 
small hamlets including Edstaston and Coton to the North West, 
Northwood and Newtown to the North East and Tilley and 
Barkers Green to the southern and Eastern side of Wem town. 
Within our parish we have approximately 660 homes, and in 
excess of 250 businesses. 

In March 2010 Wem Rural Parish Council and a number of 
parishioners decided to test the local support for the creation of a 
parish Community Plan for our rural parish. The primary purpose 
of this project was to gauge parishioners’ views on a wide range 
of local topics to enable both the Parish Council, and Shropshire 
Council, to better serve parishioners needs and help to influence 
future policy making. Public meetings held in May and June 
2010 were well supported and a Steering Group of nine people 
was established, consisting of two Parish Councillors and seven 
parishioners.

Between September 2010 and January 2011 a number of 
public consultation events were held giving local residents the 
opportunity to help shape the parish Community Questionnaires 
that we distributed (both on-line and paper based) to children, 
adults and businesses in the parish. The questionnaires were 
distributed between April 2011 and February 2012. 

We received 259 Individual responses to the adult residents’ 
survey, 15 responses from local businesses and 274 responses 
to the children’s survey. The children’s survey was conducted with 
the help of the local schools (Thomas Adams, Newtown, Whixall 
and St Peter’s) and whilst every effort was made to ensure that 
we only analysed results from children living in the parish it is 

possible that the views of some children outside the parish have 
been included. For information the parish has 661 registered 
addresses and 1269 registered electors. During early 2012 the 
Steering Group began the process of analysing the community 
feedback before drafting and releasing this document; the ‘Wem 
Rural Community Plan’. 

The information contained in this plan for our community is based 
solely on the responses provided by those who completed and 
returned questionnaires. It is divided into sections with each 
section summarising the relevant findings and also highlighting 
future actions that the Steering Group believe will address issues 
identified in questionnaire responses and improve our community 
for the benefit of all. 

We hope this report accurately captures parishioners’ opinions 
and we would like to thank everyone who has taken the time to 
share their views with us. It is clear that people care deeply about 
our community and we hope that by continuing to work together 
we can ensure that Wem Rural Parish flourishes and is a happy, 
safe and pleasant place for us all to live in.

The data packs detailing responses to each question answered 
across each of the three surveys can be viewed and downloaded 
via the following link: http://www.wemrural.org/community-plan/

Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone 
who has contributed to the production of this plan with particular 
thanks to all members of the Steering Group who have worked 
tirelessly and without whom this document would never have 
been produced. 

Jon Murgatroyd
Chair, Wem Rural Community Plan Steering Group

Introduction
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Wem Rural Parish is a civil parish in the north of Shropshire with 
a population of approximately 1500 people. It is impossible to 
consider the geography, history and heritage of Wem Rural in 
isolation, since the parish completely encircles the small market 
town of Wem, which itself lies some 12 miles to the north of 
Shrewsbury, the county town for Shropshire. 

The parish was formed in 1900 when the original large Wem 
Parish was divided into two, separating the now Wem Rural 
Parish from the more urban Wem Town Parish which lies at its 
centre. The parish of Wem Rural consists of several small hamlets 
joined together by a network of mostly minor roads, which 
meander their way through the district.

There are three ‘Wards’ (or districts) that make up Wem  
Rural Parish:

Edstaston Ward to the north and north east of Wem town – 
containing the hamlets of Coton, Cotonwood, Creamore Bank, 
Edstaston, Paddolgreen, Quina Brook and Ryebank.

Newtown Ward to the north and north west of Wem town – 
containing the hamlets of Newtown, Northwood, Poolhead and 
Wolverley.

And, the rather confusingly named, Wem Ward to the west, 
south and east of Wem town – containing the hamlets of Aston, 
Barkers Green, Horton, Lacon, Lowe, Palms Hill, Tilley and 
Trench. 

Geography, geology and landscape
The landscape of Wem Rural is, as the name suggests, very rural 
in nature. 

Much of the land is generally low-lying and quite flat, and is mostly 
made up of clay and marl – resulting from the action of the glacier 
that covered this area during the last Ice Age some 10,000 years 
ago. This is interspersed with pockets of loam, peat and sand 
deposits, which occur sporadically throughout the area. 

The Ice Age also formed the boggy landscape of the ‘Meres and 
Mosses’ area of North Shropshire, including Fenn’s, Whixall and 
Bettisfield Mosses, as well as Cadney Moss and Wem Moss.

Of these, only Wem Moss falls within the boundary of Wem Rural 
Parish, but together these mosses form a unique and very special 
habitat containing one of the largest and finest examples of a 
raised bog in Britain. They are an internationally recognised area 
for both wildlife and scientific research.

The River Roden is the main local river. It has several tributaries, 
some of which originate in the north of the parish and in the 
Mosses area. These tributaries flow generally southwards to join 
the River Roden near Wolverley in the west of the Parish, before 
the Roden passes through Wem town, and then to the south 
through Aston. It continues roughly eastwards out of the parish 
on its journey to join the River Tern, which flows on to join the 
great River Severn.

On the northern edge of the parish, one of the Roden’s tributaries 
marks the English border with Wales as it passes through the 
Mosses. It leaves Wem Moss and passes under a bridge in 
Northwood where it forms the boundary with the neighbouring 
parish of Welshampton in Shropshire, England, in addition to part 
of the National border with Wales.  

History and heritage
Archaeological finds so far suggest a long history of human 
habitation in the parish, including the Stone Age, Bronze Age, 
Iron Age, Roman, Anglo-Saxon and Mediaeval periods, as well as 
evidence from more recent centuries since the Reformation and 
English Civil War. 

Wem Moss may conceal further evidence of early man’s activities 
in this landscape. 

The town of Wem itself is of Anglo-Saxon origin, although there may 
have been earlier settlements in the area. The Saxon word ‘Wamm’, 
meaning a marsh or boggy heath land, is thought to have given the 
town and the area its name.

As a result of the Norman Conquest that followed the Battle of 
Hastings in 1066, many of the lands in the district were granted 
to Roger de Montgomery in gratitude for the support he showed 
for William the Conqueror. By the time of the Domesday Book in 
1086, Wem and its Manors (surrounding areas), is recorded as 
being owned by William Pantulph.

In 1202 Wem received a market charter from King John, and 
the growing relationship between the market town and its 
surrounding farmsteads and developing small hamlets connects 
back to this early time. Originally held on a Sunday, market day 
was changed to a Thursday in 1351. 

Special sites – The Domesday Book mentioned a number of 
individual properties in Wem Rural Parish, including some moated 
properties that may possibly date from the time of the Norman 
invasion and subsequent settlement of Britain following the Battle 
of Hastings. 

Of these Northwood Hall near Newtown is of particular note being 
a rare ‘double-moated’ site (i.e. a moated site within a larger 
moated enclosure, one of only two such sites in existence in 
Shropshire). Unfortunately there is no remaining visual evidence of 
an old Hall building but the moats are registered and protected as 
a Scheduled Monument.

Parish overview
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Soulton Hall (the more ‘recent’ 16th Century hall is now a hotel) 
is believed be built on part of the early mediaeval site of the old 
Domesday manor of Soulton, and its single moated site is also a 
Scheduled Monument.  

Lowe Hall is reputed to have been owned by Judge Jefferies  
(the ‘Hanging Judge’ of infamous reputation). He was created 
Baron of Wem in 1685 but is not thought to have actually lived  
at Lowe Hall.

Tilley and its surrounding farms represent a unique survival from 
late mediaeval times. Its timber framed buildings, all featured  
on a map dated 1631, are to be the subject of a major 
archaeological survey.

There are in fact a number of protected and listed sites spread 
throughout the parish – Scheduled Monuments, Grade I, Grade 2* 
and Grade 2 listed houses, churches, outbuildings, bridges and 
memorials, and even a collection of lime kilns and brickworks. 
These demonstrate a variety of building materials; ranging from 
timber (local woodland), wattle and daub (local lime), reed and 
thatch (growing locally), cob and peat/moss dwellings, locally 
quarried stone (from Grinshill), locally fired hand-made bricks (clay 
found in local fields), glass (made from the vast sand deposits 
of Cheshire), commercially produced bricks (initially from local 
brickworks, replaced by the emerging industrial area at Ruabon 
near Wrexham) and slate from the quarries of North Wales.  
Today, of course, materials can be brought here from all around 
the world. 

There is inevitably less evidence of original dwellings made from 
materials such as wood and other organic materials, since they 
deteriorate more easily with the passage of time. But in fact, 
the wide range of vernacular and grander scale buildings of our 
parish present a wonderful historical record of ‘building through 
the centuries’ – beginning with materials readily available on the 
doorstep of the home builder, and then gradually incorporating 
materials from further afield as the transport links to the area 
opened up. These wonderful historical time capsules can 
hopefully be treasured and appreciated today, and into the future. 

Churches and chapels 
There are two Parish Churches in Wem Rural – in Edstaston and in 
Newtown. Both are of historical and architectural merit. 

Newtown has a 19th century Grade II listed Parish Church with 
an interesting bellcote. It was built on the site of an earlier 18th 
century Chapel of Ease, and an even earlier site nearby was first 
dedicated to Charles Stuart in 1665. It is unusual for a church to 
be named after a monarch, and the Church of King Charles the 
Martyr in Newtown is one of only six churches in England to have 
been given this name in the 17th century. 

In Edstaston, the Church of St. Mary is a Grade I listed Parish Church 
(originally a Chapel of Ease), which dates back to the late 12th 
century. It has received some restoration through the centuries but 
is one of the most complete Romanesque buildings in Shropshire. 
It still retains many fine and original architectural details and fittings, 
including beautiful doorways, wall paintings and a bellcote. 

There are also two chapels still in use in the Parish – Northwood 
Primitive Methodist Chapel and Coton Primitive Methodist Chapel. 
Both were built in the 19th century. 

The Reverend Samuel Garbet 
Some information on the hamlets and settlements in Wem Rural 
at earlier times can be gleaned from the writings of the Reverend 
Samuel Garbet who came to live in the area in 1712 and, during the 
early and middle 18th century, took upon himself the responsibility 
and delight of surveying the area in and around Wem. His book 
‘The History of Wem and the following Villages and Townships’ was 
published posthumously in 1818, and remains a great source of 
interesting information about our area of North Shropshire.

In addition to some fascinating snippets about the history and 
natural history of Wem, its’ Barons, customs, and political and 
legal systems, Garbet also provides us with interesting insights 
into some of the surrounding hamlets. There are chapters on 
Edstaston, Cotton (Coton), Lowe and Ditches, Horton, Newtown, 
Wolverley, Northwood, Tilley, Sleap, Aston and Lacon.
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War 
Despite its seemingly quiet rural atmosphere our parish of Wem 
Rural has been no stranger to war through the ages.

With the rest of England the area was much divided at the 
time of the Civil War, with Royalist families siding with King 
Charles I, and then Charles II (Cavaliers), and others preferring to 
support the Parliamentarians (Roundheads). Such passion and 
emotion caused division not only between towns, villages and 
communities, but within families too. 

The War Memorials in Edstaston and Newtown remind us of 
the sacrifice given by young men from our parish in more recent 
times, with names of the fallen from World War I (1914-1918) and 
World War II (1939-1945) listed. 

Agriculture and industry
Following the granting of a Market Charter for Wem (and indeed 
other local towns), agriculture continued to develop with traders 
taking their wares to local markets, selling the food and other 
goods needed by the growing local population living in the 
Manors in and around Wem. 

Until the 16th century much of the wider area was still deeply 
wooded, as indicated by some of the place names e.g. Cotonwood, 
Northwood, Wolverley, Tilley and Tilley Green, Paddolgreen, Barkers 
Green, (a ‘ley’ and a ‘green’ are clearings in woodland). 

As this woodland was cleared, the low-lying land that came into 
cultivation produced good quality crops and the grass provided 
excellent fodder for animals. The lands around Wem were part 
of a frequently marshy floodplain of the River Roden and its 
tributaries but, as land drainage increased in the 16th and 17th 
centuries, more land was brought into agricultural use and this led 
to the building of associated dwellings. 

Throughout England the pattern of agriculture continued to 
change as land was transferred from the open ‘common fields’ of 
the mediaeval feudal system, to ‘enclosed’ fields, accelerated by 
the Parliamentary ‘Inclosure Acts’ that began in the 18th century. 
And, throughout Europe, the Agricultural Revolution and the 
increased mechanisation of the 18th and 19th centuries also had 
an impact on the growing of crops and the keeping of animals to 
meet the demands of a rapidly growing population, many of who 
were moving to the towns and cities for work.  

By the 19th century, the lush grasslands of Wem Rural meant that 
dairy farming was widespread on the small farmsteads that had 
grown up and dotted the local landscape. The area was known 
far and wide for the quality of the milk, butter and cheeses and 
the area supplied several local market towns. 

As recently as the early 20th century, Kelly’s Directories list most 
and sometimes even all residents of our small parish hamlets as 
being ‘farmers’, and the parish undoubtedly contributed to the ‘Dig 
for Victory’ campaign, and the Government’s efforts to feed the 
population of Britain with home produced food during World War II. 

The livestock market in Wem closed in 1962 and, although there 
is still a general market held in the town every Thursday, its loss 
impacted on both the town businesses and the surrounding farms 
and smallholdings.

Despite the many pressures and challenges facing the agricultural 
industry in Britain in the 21st century, agriculture continues to be 
a major influence on land use in our area today, which is reflected 
in the still predominantly rural landscape that is so in evidence in 
our parish. 

Over the centuries the area has seen very little in the way of 
large-scale industrial development, even in the urban centre of 
Wem town. But the Industrial Revolution did not pass-by the area 
completely. 
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The coming of the canals and railways in the 18th and 19th 
centuries also had an effect upon the area, and an impact upon 
the local economy. The original intention had been to connect 
the local town of Ellesmere with the newly named Ellesmere Port 
on the north Cheshire coast via the building of the Ellesmere 
Canal. Undoubtedly, if this had been completed the area would 
have been opened up for much wider industrial development. 
The building of the Prees Branch of the Shropshire Union canal 
occurred in the early 19th century and, although it never actually 
reached Prees, it did go as far as Edstaston where it terminated 
and a wharf was constructed c.1806. As a result, a number of 
limekilns were built at Quina Brook. Coal could be brought in by 
canal to fire the kilns, and lime could be transported out, leading 
to the development of a local lime production industry that 
maintained until the end of the Second World War in 1945. Today 
the Prees Branch of the canal is only operational as far as Whixall 
Marina. Beyond this, and where the canal actually passes through 
Wem Rural Parish, it has now been allowed to return to nature 
and has become part of the Prees Branch Nature Reserve. 

The arrival of the railways in the 19th century created further 
opportunities for increased transport links and, therefore, some 
industrial development. The single track Crewe and Shrewsbury 
Railway line was finally opened in 1858 (upgraded to double track 
in 1862) and served the parish at Prees Station. The existence 
of a railway station in Wem town on this line also enhanced the 
transport links of the area. The district was now connected into 
the broader Midlands and national railway networks. Another 
train route, from Whitchurch to Ellesmere (and eventually on to 
Oswestry) opened soon after and created a link to the west. 
This line originally ran close to the main Shropshire Canal across 
Whixall Moss, near to the northern boundary of the Parish, but 
trains did not stop within the parish, Fenn’s Bank in Whixall Parish 
being the nearest station. This line was very expensive to build 
(the moss created all sorts of engineering problems) but it was 
closed down as part of the ‘Beeching cuts’ in the 1960’s.

The building of the railways encouraged the development of a 
number of brick and tile works around Wem, particularly during 
the 19th century. These developed to meet the growing demand 
for building materials, and they were able to use the natural 
resource of local clay as well as the benefits of the new rail 
transport facilities. Mostly these brickworks were fairly small-
scale industries such as at Dobson’s Bridge and Brickwalls in 
Whixall, although Fenn’s Bank was a much larger scale operation 
and was a major employer in the area until it finally closed in the 
1960’s – another casualty of Beeching’s railway cuts. There were 
also two brickworks in Wem Rural, at Tilley and Barkers Green. 
Barkers Green survived into the 20th century, but finally closed in 
1926 during the years of the Great Depression. Remains of old 
‘Beehive’ kilns can still be seen on the Barkers Green site.

The Crewe to Shrewsbury railway line still runs through the parish 
and the station at Prees (as well as that in Wem Town) are very 
well used. 

Today there is an industrial estate in the parish, close to the 
boundary with Wem Town, which hosts a wide and varied 
range of small businesses. Indeed, the area in and around 
Wem town is very well provided for with large numbers of small, 
independent businesses. However, there are few large providers 
of employment in the area, so many people have to travel to find 
employment. Technological advances in recent years, such as 
the Internet, have meant that an increasing number of people can 
work from home within the parish, and as broadband speeds and 
connections improve and increase, perhaps this will create other 
opportunities for the area. 

Along with other small rural parishes, the 21st century is 
bringing many challenges, and changes, but the people of North 
Shropshire have proved themselves to be both resilient and 
flexible in times past, and will no doubt adapt to these challenges 
and changes with their customary stoicism.
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The wealth of information provided from the three questionnaire’s 
completed by adults, children and businesses from within the 
parish has been used to create this report. The Steering Group 
has compiled the data from the three surveys and used same 
to report against the 13 key areas of the main adult survey. Our 
findings are detailed below.

About your household or business  
(survey demographics)
Responses to the adult questionnaire were split fairly evenly 
across the three wards that make up the parish with 40% of 
responses from Edstaston Ward, 33% from Wem Ward and 26% 
from Newtown Ward. (Note: Newtown Ward has a significantly 
lower population than the other two wards.)

About you (survey demographics)
Of those completing the adult questionnaire, 52% were female 
and 40.5% male (7.5% did not confirm their gender). 74.5% of 
all adult questionnaires returned were completed by parishioners 
aged between 40 and 69. The data suggest that the parish has 
fairly stable population with 64% of respondents having lived in 
the area more than 10 years, with 39% of these for over 20 years.

Data would suggest that unemployment in the parish is very 
low. 36% of responses to the adult questionnaire are retired or 
semi-retired parishioners, 39% employed (full or part time), 18% 
self-employed with 5% looking after a household or studying.

45% of respondents to the children’s questionnaire were 
female and 50% male. (5% did not provide their gender). Of 
the responses 38.5% were aged between 8 and 11, 59% aged 
between 12 and 14, and 1% aged either 15 or 16.

It was pleasing to see that both children and adults feel positively 
about the parish (see tables). The parish is seen as a pleasant, 
attractive, friendly and safe place, and is valued by most in the 
community. 

Community plan report

Which ward of Wem Rural Parish do you live in?

Ward Count Percentage

Edstaston 103 40% 

Newtown 68 26%

Wem 85 33%

No answer 3 1%

Within the parish, responding households are predominantly 
occupied by two people (42%). Dwellings with only one occupant 
account for 12%, while occupation of 3, 4 or 5 people equating to 
42% of responses. 4% declined to answer this question.

36% of respondents to the business questionnaire worked 
either directly, or in businesses allied to, farming and horticulture. 
12% of responding businesses focus on transport/distribution 
and 12% in manufacturing. The remaining 40% covered a wide 
range of businesses, including financial services, dentistry, IT and 
kennels/catteries. 

64% of responding businesses ‘produce a local product or 
provide a service locally’, whilst the remaining businesses work 
nationally. It would appear that local businesses support each 
other wherever possible with 60% of respondents ‘mostly’ 
buying supplies or services from other local business and 36% 
sometimes sourcing locally.

ADULT 
How would you describe the area you live in? 

Answer Count Percentage

Attractive 187 72% 

Pleasant 226 87%

Clean 175 67%

Friendly 176 68%

Neighbourly 161 62%

Safe for children 115 44%

Safe during the day 170 66%

Safe at night 159 61%

Noisy 14 5%

Dangerous traffic 97 37%

Unpleasant 1 0%

Dirty 4 2%

Lonely 5 2%

Unfriendly 3 1%

Other 6 2%
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*The children’s survey was conducted with the help of the local schools 
(Thomas Adams Secondary, Newtown Primary, Whixall Primary and St 
Peter’s Primary) and, whilst every effort was made to ensure that we only 
analysed results from children living in the parish, it is possible that the 
views of some children outside the parish have been included.

CHILDREN* 
How would you describe the area you live in? 

Answer Count Percentage

Attractive 53 21% 

Pleasant 118 48%

Clean 88 36%

Friendly 150 61%

Neighbourly 95 38%

Safe 112 45%

Noisy 50 20%

Dangerous traffic 38 15%

Unpleasant 17 7%

Dirty 25 10%

Lonely 21 9%

Unfriendly 10 4%

Most liked 

Peace, quiet and tranquillity (very popular comments)

Rurality, open spaces, countryside

Friendly and neighbourly

Least liked 

Speeding traffic

Poor road conditions and maintenance

As part of both the adult’s and children’s questionnaires, we 
asked respondents to list three things that they liked ‘most’ 
about the Parish and also three things that they liked ‘least’. 
We received a wide range of responses but the most frequent 
responses were:
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Crime and safety
The responses received from both adults and children indicate 
that crime in the parish is perceived as relatively low. Children 
did identify ‘litter/fly tipping’ and ‘dog fouling’ (51% and 61% 
respectively) as an issue, although as previously identified some 
of these comments may have related to Wem Town as well 
as Wem Rural Parish. The adults indicated a keen interest in 
membership of the various ‘Community Watch’ schemes – feeling 
that these schemes would help to reduce crime. It should also be 
noted that parishioners would also welcome more regular police 
patrols throughout the parish.

Contrary to the adult and children’s responses, businesses did 
report concerns regarding the level of theft and burglary as 
directly affecting their businesses within the Parish (64% felt 
theft and 68% burglary was an issue). To combat these crimes, 
businesses felt that an increase in Police presence and additional 
security at Industrial sites would improve the situation (see table). 
Again significant interest in community watch schemes was 
expressed. 

Which of the following do you think would be effective in 
reducing crime or nuisance on businesses in Wem Rural Parish?

Answer Count Percentage

Increased police presence 17 68% 

Increased security at industrial sites 11 44%

Digital CCTV 8 32%

Neighbourhood Watch 12 48%

Business Watch 13 52%

Countryside/Rural/Farm Watch 16 64%

Other 1 4%

“Overall rural crime is minimal but we 
must not become complacent and/or 
allow it to increase.”

Identified actions

1. Liaise with the police to request increasing the presence of 
officers in the parish but particularly around business areas.

2. Work in conjunction with the police and other services to 
promote the various ‘Alert’ and ‘Watch’ services, and the 
Police and Communities Together (PACT) initiative.

3. Publicise the issue of litter and fly tipping within the parish, 
and educate parishioners on how they can monitor and 
report instances of these crimes.

4. Work with local organisations to organise regular community 
litter picking exercises within the parish.

“More Police involvement, advice and 
presence would be appreciated.”
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Environmental issues
It is clear from the responses that both adults and children value 
living in a rural location. Children value the parish as a place to 
walk and cycle, enjoy the local wildlife and open countryside. 
Similarly the adult respondents expressed positive views on open 
countryside, local wildlife, tranquillity, places to walk and dark 
night skies within the parish.

Parishioners, on the whole, are satisfied with the provision 
of the main services (water, electricity, sewerage and refuse 
collection) but there is a general feeling that the roads, verges and 
pavements in the parish are poorly maintained and protected. 
This is something that we deal with in more detail in the ‘Transport 
and traffic’ section of the report. In addition respondents feel that 
Litter/Fly Tipping is a problem in the parish 

The public footpath network in the parish is well used with 61% 
of respondents confirming that they use these to access the 
countryside. Whilst the footpaths are valued, it should be noted that 
the data highlights the need for improved maintenance (30%) and 
signage/waymarkers (33.5%) (see table). Particular attention needs 
to be given to the maintenance and replacement of broken stiles 
and obstructions to footpaths by overgrown trees and hedges. 

The parish overview provided earlier in this document highlighted 
some of the historic buildings and natural features that are 
spread around the parish and responses highlight that these are 
strongly valued by the community. Particular interest was shown 
in protecting and preserving buildings of architectural importance, 
monuments and heritage sites, as well as the surrounding 
countryside and Wem Moss.

If you use the public foortpaths, do you think any of them 
require any of the following?

Answer Count Percentage

Improved signage/Waymakers 87 34% 

Improved maintenance 77 30%

Extensions/additional routes 48 19%

Change stile design to improve access 64 25%

Removal of obstructions 68 26%

Easier access 57 22%

No improvement neccessary 44 17%

87% of respondents expressed an interested in the conservation 
of wildlife, including the installation of nesting and bat boxes, and 
the planting of trees and hedges. With such a strong interest in 
this area, it is hoped that various groups can be formed to help 
protect and nurture local wildlife.

Respondents indicated that they do not want to see Waste 
Incineration Plants, Overhead Plyons, Power Stations, Land Fill 
sites or Overground pipe installations in the parish. However, 
there was support for the installation of Solar/Photovoltaic panels. 
Low-cost, environmentally friendly, and energy saving features 
have been adopted by parishioners with response data showing 
that 87% use low energy bulbs, 81% have double glazing and 
79% have insulated lofts and lagged hot water tanks. However, 
respondents remain keen to further improve their energy efficiency 
with 32% looking to install solar panels, 21% indicate an interest 
in rain-water harvesting and 20% in ground-source heat pumps. 
Interestingly 45% of children would like to see more solar panels 
adopted although, not surprisingly, 30% of children would be 
happy to see more mobile phone masts erected.  

Identified actions

1. Highlight the enthusiasm for solar panels and other 
renewable technologies to appropriate organisations with the 
aim of organising local promotional events.

2. Work with existing third sector organisations and the 
community to set-up local groups with a focus on walking, 
wildlife and countryside.

3. Identify the Shropshire Council Outdoor Recreation Team 
member with local responsibility and include contact details 
in the Rural Review publication. Highlight the results to 
the Outdoor Recreation Team and establish what future 
development/maintenance plans Shropshire Council have for 
the parish footpaths.

4. Educate parishioners of the main contact points at 
Shropshire Council to report incidents of fly tipping in the 
parish. 

“Litter is a menace in the river and 
in hedgerows.”

“If we are serious about increasing 
visitors to the area the footpath network 
must be improved and cleared.”
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Housing, planning and development
More often than not planning and development can be both 
emotive and contentious. With this in mind the Steering Group 
wanted to accurately gauge the feeling of parishioners towards 
a wide range of potential future development(s) within the parish. 
Responses have been weighted and the details are shown in the 
table below.

The results highlight that there is negative support for the future 
provision of mobile homes, industrial scale or factory farms and 
large or ‘supersized’ businesses in the parish. Respondents 
viewed more favourably the development of community facilities 
and sustainable properties, the conversion/renovation of derelict 
or uninhabited buildings, and the building of properties with 
large areas of garden/green space attached. Additional Data is 
provided in more detail and broken down by development type 
within the data packs in the appendix.

It was interesting to note that whilst 86% of respondents have not 
been affected by a lack of affordable housing within the parish 7% 
of respondents have seen a member of their family move away in 
the last 5 years because they have been unable to find suitable 
affordable housing. It is interesting that 39% of responding 
children indicated that they would like to live locally when they 
leave home.

44% of businesses responding indicate that the availability of 
good quality ‘start up’ units are key both to helping businesses to 
stay in the parish and to attract new business to the area. 60% 
feel that more easily accessible planning advice would also help 
local businesses to grow.

































 

What is your opinion about the following types of future development in our parish?

When you leave home, do you want to work locally?

Answer Count Percentage

Yes 96 39% 

No 85 34%

No answer 49 20%

Not known 17 7%

“Development needs to happen to 
keep an area alive, but it needs to be 
sensitive to the area it is coming into, 
and ecologically sound. This is a quiet 
peaceful area and it would be a shame 
to lose that.”

“Commercial development needs 
to take road links and location into 
consideration.”



14

Identified actions

1. Highlight the views of local parishioners to potential future 
planning issues. 

2. Ask Shropshire Council Planning department to advise 
how they plan to communicate this information internally 
and work with Wem Rural Parish Council to ensure that 
parishioners’ views are considered when planning  
decisions are made. 

3. Feedback responses to the community.

“Careful thought needs to be given to 
Planning remembering the rurality of 
the area, but considering the necessity 
for the wider community, as the main 
industry of the area is food production. 
Transport is a problem and needs to be 
considered with planning.”
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Community spirit and neighbourliness
Despite the parish being geographically sporadic it is clear from 
the responses that there is good community spirit with 75% of 
adults and 60% of children ‘feeling part of the community’. 

Adults indicated that they meet and chat with other local people 
whilst walking, cycling, horse riding and frequenting the local 
hostelries. The children tend to meet and chat with others when 
shopping or meeting neighbours. The Parish Council newsletter 
‘Rural Review’ was highlighted as a good resource for local 
information. Respondents also acknowledged the positive role of 
local community newsletters to promote community events. 

The local churches and chapels are important focal points within 
the community, and are especially valued by some parishioners 
as historic buildings.

Identified actions

1. Ask Wem Rural Parish Council to consider extending 
regularity and content of Rural Review so as to perhaps 
include events and paid for adverts.

2. Ask Wem Rural Parish Council to review promotion and 
content available on the PC website as result show the 
website is not visited regularly. 

“I think village hall activities/church 
events are excellent. A shame more 
people don’t come to experience  
these events.”

“Better publicity of events would help 
to pull together a disparate community. 
I understand this is difficult but if 
people knew where to look it would 
help. I would attend more events if I 
knew about them.”
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Transport and traffic
Given the rural nature of the Parish there is no surprise in motor 
vehicles being the significant primary source of transport for 
parishioners. Public transport services are minimal and this is 
highlighted by the very small number of respondents using  
public transport as a mode of travel. Interestingly 36% of 
respondents indicated that if public transport services were 
more frequent and additional routes were added they would be 
encouraged to use it more.

Respondents regularly use the local facilities provided in Wem 
with 40% shopping in the town, 58% using the banks and 
post office, 68% the doctor’s surgery and 45% the vets. Whilst 
16.5% of respondents work in either the parish or Wem, the data 
identifies that a large proportion of residents work outside the 
parish with a large number (22%) travelling more than 15 miles 
to their place of work. This is not surprising given the lack of 
employment opportunities in the parish, while Shrewsbury, Telford 
and Wrexham offering employment within a daily commute. 

Speeding, particularily on the country lanes in our parish, and 
damage to roads are seen as the key transport and traffic issues 
across the parish with over 80% of respondents expressing 
concern about these issues (see table). In areas where excessive 
speeds occur, there is a desire amongst respondents for the 
introduction of lower speed limits and the extended use of speed-
activated signs.

Despite these comments, however, 56% of adult respondents 
feel it is safe to cycle, walk or ride on the roads in the parish 
whilst 39% do not feel that it is safe (the remaining 5% failed to 
respond to this question). These statistics are also supported in 
the children’s responses with 60% feeling that it is safe, 26% not 
feeling safe and 14% not answering this question. 

Unsurprisingly, walking is the most popular mode of transport for 
children in the parish. Train travel is popular with children to go 
shopping, with the main destination being identified as Shrewsbury.

64% of businesses are unhappy with the general upkeep 
of the road network and feel that improvements to the road 
infrastructure are needed to support existing businesses and to 
attract additional new business to the parish. 

It should be noted that this, the transport and traffic section, 
attracted significant negative feedback, and this is an area which 
the Steering Group would hope that both the Parish Council and 
Shropshire Council would look to address in earnest. 

Identified actions

1. Ask Shropshire Council Highways Department to provide 
an overview of the planned road improvements and 
maintenance schedule for roads in the parish. Share this  
with parishioners via the Rural Review. 

2. Ask Shropshire Council Highways to publicise, possibly via 
the Rural Review, ways in which parishioners can update 
Shropshire Council directly regarding maintenance issues on 
the parish roads.

3. Investigate with Shropshire Council Highways Department, 
and other departments, potential initiatives to make walking 
and cycling safer in the parish. Feed back proposals to the 
community.

4. Highlight to the Police and Shropshire Council Highways 
Department that speeding and overweight vehicles are seen 
to be a major problem locally. Investigate ways to reduce 
both problems and report back to the community with a plan 
of action.

Do you consider any of these traffic issues to be a problem within the Parish?

Issue Major problem Slight problem Not a problem Don’t know No answer

Speeding on country lanes 47% 42% 7% 1% 4%

Speeding in built-up areas 26% 39% 15% 8% 12%

Flooding 5% 31% 40% 10% 15%

Obstruction of entrances 2% 12% 58% 12% 17%

Noise and fumes from traffic 9% 19% 55% 2% 15%

Damage to roads from heavy vehicles 51% 31% 9% 2% 7%

Damage to verges from vehicles 41% 39% 11% 1% 8%

Mud on the road 23% 46% 21% 0% 9%

“I would like to see a lower speed limit past Newtown School.”
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“Generally it is safe to walk or ride but 
traffic needs to slow down.”

“Most of the time the lanes are very 
quiet. There are a few individuals who 
persistently speed. It is only a matter 
of time before someone is seriously 
injured.”
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Health and social care
Most respondents use the healthcare facilities provided in Wem 
Town (doctor, dentists, pharmacies) but predominantly travel to 
Shrewsbury to visit an opticians or for hospital appointments. 

The retired population of the parish is higher than the national 
average. The reported need for care and support in the 
community is 9% of respondents.

Education, skills and training
We have one primary school in our parish located in the hamlet 
of Newtown. This school attracts children from a wide area with a 
large number being bussed in from the neighbouring Loppington 
Parish, and some from Wem itself. It should also be noted that 
some children from the parish travel to the local primary schools 
located in Whixall and Wem town.

Unsurprisingly, most of the children of secondary school age travel 
from throughout the parish to the Thomas Adams School in Wem. 
Some walk or travel in a car to Thomas Adams but the majority 
use the school bus service provided by Shropshire Council.

“When we first arrived there were 
excellent courses in Shrewsbury 
Gateway and other places. These 
became more and more aimed at 
achieving academic qualifications. We 
have all the qualifications we require, 
but ‘hobby’ courses are welcome.”

“Choice of evening classes has 
declined greatly over last few years. 
Also cost has increased to become too 
expensive for some people.”

“North Shropshire College is a valuable 
provider of adult leisure/educational 
courses in the area and needs to be 
protected.”

Current vocational course provision is primarily limited to that 
provided in the Walford and North Shropshire College outreach 
centre in the library. 58% of adult respondents expressed an 
interest in attending vocational courses with an additional 30% 
looking for computer skills training, run either within the parish, 
Wem Town or further afield. 

“I would like to see a more preventative 
healthcare system.”

“More health and fitness opportunities 
to avoid health problems.”
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ADULT 
Where do you access the internet? 

Answer Count Percentage

At home 217 84% 

In the library 3 1%

At work 74 29%

Internet cafe 1 1%

Mobile phone 51 20%

Don’t use the internet 71 7%

Don’t have access 11 4%

CHILDREN 
Where do you access the internet? 

Answer Count Percentage

At home 230 93% 

In the library 27 11%

At school 161 65%

Internet cafe 12 5%

Mobile phone 110 44%

Don’t use the internet 0 0%

Access to information
Over three quarters of respondents access local news and 
information via local newspapers, with a similar number keeping 
up-to-date via word of mouth. Interestingly, despite the ‘Rural 
Review’ parish newsletter being distributed only 2 or 3 times 
a year, some 40% of people referred to it as a good source of 
information.

Responses show that parishioners are keen to be kept up-to-
date with local news and, whilst the ‘Rural Review’ is useful, it is 
clear that the Parish Council need to work harder to promote their 
website and the location of notice boards around the parish.

Internet access at home, work or when mobile is important to the 
overwhelming majority of respondents, with all groups (children, 
adults and businesses) believing that a good, stable and high 
performing supply is essential. The current bandwidth and quality 
of supply, available at both parishioner’s homes and businesses 
premises varies considerably depending on the distance from the 
Wem or Whitchurch exchange, and also on the line availability in 
particular areas. In this ever-increasing digital world, it is important 
that Shropshire Council and BT work together to ensure a 
resilient, robust and quality supply of broadband is available to all 
in our rural community. 

The local library in Wem and the mobile library service appear to 
be underused with only 23% of adult respondents using library 
services at least once or twice a month. However, those that do 
use the library service access a number of the services provided, 
such as borrowing books and audiovisual materials, and for 
sourcing information and conducting research. Whilst almost 50% 
of children don’t use public libraries, the other 50% that do value 
the facility for the borrowing of books. It is interesting to note that 
whilst some respondents are happy with the current mobile library 
service, a number commented that they are keen to know more 
about the mobile library service (times/locations etc) and to have 
greater access to this service. 

Identified actions

1. Inform Shropshire Council of the urgent need for improved 
broadband supply and increased bandwidth supply.

2. Improve publicity and promotion of existing support groups 
offering information of use to local businesses (e.g.. 
Business Link and Wem Economic Forum).

3. Create a register of local businesses, and promote their 
services at all identified information points.

4. Highlight the poor support of libraries and suggest to 
Shropshire Council that they may need to target user groups 
and publicise services better.

 “I am happy with existing mobile library 
and consider it to be an invaluable 
service, a positive lifeline. A good range 
of books/‘Talking Books’/DVD’s. Any 
book can be ordered. A friendly and 
helpful driver.”

“I didn’t realise just how much the  
library offers”.

“Broadband speed is a disadvantage 
to my business – slow and frustrating.”

60% of businesses are not satisfied with the Internet provision in 
the parish and 68% of businesses feel that the poor provision of 
broadband is affecting their business. With 92% of businesses 
feeling that the provision of a good broadband supply is essential 
to keep and attract businesses in the parish this issue should be 
high on the priority for Shropshire Council and BT.
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Employment, local economy and tourism
Wem Industrial Estate on Soulton Road is located in Wem Rural 
Parish. Businesses on the industrial estate provide a wide range 
of services to local people and further afield across the region 
and even nationally. 70% of adult respondents use the services 
provided by local businesses based on the Industrial estate and 
elsewhere within the parish, and are keen to see and support 
the development of most types of business in the area (see chart 
below showing the weighting of both positive and negative views 
on the development of the following business/tourism activities)

Businesses report that they would ideally like to recruit local 
people but a lack of suitably trained staff in the area means that 
they often have to look further afield for the right candidates. With 
92% of responding businesses not expecting to decline over the 
next 12 months, and with 36% of children wishing to work locally 
when they leave school or further education this apparent skills 
gap needs to be addressed.

The majority of responding businesses agree that a Local 
businesses and services directory for Wem Rural would generate 
and increase in both business-to-business and business-to-
consumer trade. 

In addition to the above 61% of adult respondents feel that the 
area should/could be better promoted in tourist information 
leaflets and publications to attract more visitors to the area.

Identified actions

1. Compile a list of businesses currently available on the Wem 
Industrial Estate (and other local parks) and encourage 
the Parish Council and Wem Economic Forum to look into 
collaborating on creating a useful directory.

2. Highlight the skills gap identified by local businesses to 
the local secondary schools and colleges, and help drive 
collaboration between the two groups.

3. Highlight financial incentives for training, employment and 
investment available to local businesses from local, regional 
and national sources.

4. Request that Shropshire Council improve access to advice 
on planning and remove any associated costs.

5. Ask Shropshire Council Highways Department to review the 
local road network and make suitable improvements.

6. Investigate the viability and desire for creating cooperative 
buying groups for businesses.

Do you agree with encouraging the growth of the following business and tourism activities in the area?

“Local businesses can contribute a lot 
to the community.”
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“More small businesses is the way 
forward”.

“Small businesses should be 
given financial and other practical 
encouragement in order to fill empty 
premises and thus bring more trade 
into the town.”
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Leisure and recreation
The data would suggest that both children and adults alike are 
active and have an interest in participating in additional leisure 
pursuits in the parish. The table below highlights the activities that 
adults are currently involved in and also those that they would be 
interested in joining. In addition, children expressed significant 
desire for live music events and exercise and drama classes.

Do you take part, or are you interested in any of the following activities?

Activity Already participate Would participate  
if available No interest No answer

Cycling 40% 10% 28% 22%

Exercise or fitness classes 15% 21% 37% 27%

Drama or dance classes 7% 9% 56% 28%

Horse riding 12% 6% 54% 28%

Football or cricket 8% 2% 59% 30%

Other sports 16% 9% 43% 31%

Live music events 17% 34% 23% 25%

Walking 60% 7% 15% 18%

Bingo or quiz events 13% 9% 49% 30%

Book clubs 4% 13% 51% 32%

Coffee mornings 12% 10% 49% 29%

Gardening clubs 6% 17% 46% 40%

Local history groups 6% 22% 39% 33%

Mother and toddler groups 3% 1% 59% 36%

Senior resident clubs 3% 3% 58% 36%

Adult education classes 6% 24% 37% 33%

“Local community needs to support 
local pubs, cafes etc. otherwise we will 
lose them.”

“As people retire they will be looking for 
more leisure activities.”

“I can’t always find the courses I would 
like to do.”

It should be noted that most sports facilities are actually in the 
neighbouring parishes Wem Town, Prees and Whitchurch. These 
local Swimming Pool, Sports Centres are well used by residents 
from Wem Rural Parish. 



23

About Wem Town
Wem Town provides a wide and varied range of services and 
facilities for residents living in and around the area. Located at 
the centre of Wem Rural Parish, the neighbouring parish of Wem 
Town has a population of about 5,500 people. The town has a 
Medical Centre, a Secondary School (with 6th Form) and it also 
retains Police and fire Stations. It also houses some offices of 
Shropshire Council, although the centre for the unitary authority 
of Shropshire council is in Shrewsbury. Being the closest town to 
most areas of Wem Rural parish, Wem Town sees 84% of adult 
respondents and 70% of children visit the town at least once a 
week. The purpose of the journeys vary but are detailed in the 
table below.

What do you use Wem Town for?

Answer Count Percentage

Work 25 10% 

Shopping 227 88%

Doctor/Dentist/Other healthcare 197 69%

Library 93 36%

School 36 14%

Town hall 87 34%

Social/Recreation/Sport 59 23%

Services (salon, bank, PO, vets etc) 186 72%

Childcare 6 2%

Pubs/Restaurants/Take-aways 119 46%

Churches/Chapels 50 19%

Wem Business Park 117 45%

77% of adult respondents disagree with the implementation of 
parking charges in Wem Town, with 42.5% of these saying that 
parking charges have had an adverse effect on their use of the 
shops and facilities in Wem Town. It is clear that Wem Town is 
important to residents of Wem Rural Parish and, as such, it is 
hoped that the two parishes can work together to ensure that the 
services available in Wem Town continue to flourish and grow.

Identified actions

1. Inform Shropshire Council of the overwhelming feeling 
that parking charges in Wem have been a negative 
and retrograde step for the economy of the town and 
surrounding area. 

2. Inform Shropshire Council and Wem Town Council of the 
perceived need for a rejuvenation of Wem town centre.
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The Wem Rural Community Plan Steering Group, having 
assessed the responses to the three questionnaires, have 
identified a number of actions which, once completed, should 
help address and improve the services available in our parish. 
We fully expect additional actions to be added to this list once 
parishioners, partners and other groups review this document. 

Should you wish to propose either amendments to the current 
actions identified, or additional actions that are not currently 
included in the list, please contact the Parish Clerk. (Contact 
details opposite)

Carole Warner

Orchard Cottage

Rowe Lane

Welshampton 

SY12 0QB

Telephone: 01948 710672

Email: wemruralpc@hotmail.co.uk

Actions

Wem Town

Issue Action Reasoning Objective
Timescale 
(priority)

Partners
Potential 
partners

Socialise results 
data

Highlight relevant results 
to key stakeholders

To enhance awareness 
of local issues 

Enhance 
awareness 
of issues and 
improve/resolve 
issues

High –  
2013 action

Wem Town 
Council, 
Wem Rural 
Parish 
Council, 
Library 
Service, 
Police, 
Shropshire 
Council 
Planning 
Dept, 
Shropshire 
Council 
Highways 
Dept

Wem 
Economic 
Forum, 
Wem Tourist 
Information 
Office, 
churches, 
Schools and 
colleges, 
Tourist 
Information 

Socialise results 
data

Inform Shropshire 
Council of the 
overwhelming feeling 
that parking charges 
in Wem have been a 
negative and retrograde 
step for the economy 
of the town and 
surrounding area

To enhance awareness 
of local concerns with 
Shropshire Council 
decision makers 

Enhance 
awareness of 
issues

High –  
2013 action

Shropshire 
Council, 
Wem Rural 
Parish 
Council 

Socialise results 
data

Inform Shropshire 
Council and Wem Town 
Council of the perceived 
need for a rejuvenation 
of Wem town centre 

To enhance awareness 
of local issues 

Enhance 
awareness 
of issues and 
improve/resolve 
issues

High –  
2013 action

Shropshire 
Council, 
Wem Town 
Council

Action plan
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Access to information

Issue Action Reasoning Objective
Timescale 
(priority)

Partners
Potential 
partners

Socialise results 
data

Highlight the poor 
support of libraries and 
suggest to Shropshire 
Council that they may 
need to target user 
groups and publicise 
services better

To enhance awareness 
of poor usage of library 
service

To stimulate an 
improvement in 
the promotion 
of the wide 
range of services 
provided by the 
library

Medium – 
2013/2014 
action

Local library 
and library 
service

Socialise results 
data

Inform Shropshire 
Council of the urgent 
need for improved 
broadband supply and 
increased bandwidth 
supply

To highlight the 
need for Wem Rural 
to be included at 
an early stage in 
any infrastructure 
improvements 

To improve 
bandwidth (MB) 
and service 
availability

High –  
2013 action

Shropshire 
Council, 
Wem Rural 
Parish 
Council 

Service 
awareness

Improve publicity and 
promotion of existing 
support groups offering 
information of use to 
local businesses (e.g. 
Business Link and Wem 
Economic Forum)

To support and help 
businesses

To help local 
businesses 
to grow and 
develop

Medium – 
2013/2014 
action

Shropshire 
Council, 
Wem Rural 
Parish 
Council 

Wem 
Economic 
Forum 

Service 
awareness

Create a register of 
local businesses, 
and promote their 
services at all identified 
information points

To support and help 
businesses

To help local 
businesses 
to grow and 
develop and 
to highlight to 
local residents 
the wide range 
of businesses 
available in the 
local area

High –  
2013 action

Wem Rural 
Parish 
Council, 
Shropshire 
Local Joint 
Committee

Wem 
Economic 
Forum, 
Wem Tourist 
Information 
Office,  
Wem Local
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Community spirit and neighbourliness

Issue Action Reasoning Objective
Timescale 
(priority)

Partners
Potential 
partners

Parish 
communication 
improvements

Ask Wem Rural Parish 
Council to consider 
extending regularity and 
content of Rural Review 
so as to perhaps 
include events and paid 
for adverts

To improve 
communication with 
parishioners and local 
businesses of local 
news and events

To improve 
local awareness 
and stimulate 
community spirit

High –  
2013 action

Wem Rural 
Parish 
Council 

Parish 
communication 
improvements

Ask Wem Rural Parish 
Council to review 
promotion and content 
available on the PC 
website as result show 
the website is not 
visited regularly

To improve 
communication with 
parishioners and local 
businesses of local 
news and events

To improve 
awareness of 
Wem Rural 
Parish Council 
website, 
enhance content 
and improve 
promotion

Medium – 
2013/2014 
action

Wem Rural 
Parish 
Council 

Crime and safety

Issue Action Reasoning Objective
Timescale 
(priority)

Partners
Potential 
partners

Parish security Liaise with the police 
to request increasing 
the presence of 
officers in the parish 
but particularly around 
business areas

Respondents to the 
business questionnaire 
feel that theft and 
burglary are main 
concerns and increased 
police presence is 
perceived as best way 
to resolve

To reduce crime 
and to help 
business feel 
better protected 
against crime 

High –  
2013 action

Police, Wem 
Rural Parish 
Council 

Wem 
Economic 
Forum

Parish security Work in conjunction 
with the police and 
other services to 
promote the various 
‘Alert’ and ‘Watch’ 
services, and the Police 
and Communities 
Together (PACT) 
initiative

Burglary and theft was 
shown to be one of the 
main security concerns 
of businesses and the 
various Watch schemes 
were rated as important 
to reduce crime 

To reduce crime 
and to help 
business feel 
better protected 
against crime 

High –  
2013 action

Police, Wem 
Rural Parish 
Council 

Wem 
Economic 
Forum

Environmental 
issues

Publicise the issue of 
litter and fly tipping 
within the parish, and 
educate parishioners on 
how they can monitor 
and report instances of 
these crimes

Concern about litter and 
fly tipping was shown in 
the responses

Reduce litter and 
fly tipping and 
raise awareness 
with parishioners

Medium – 
2013/2014 
action

Shropshire 
Council, 
Wem Rural 
Parish 
Council, 
Wem Town 
Council, 
Police



27

Employment, local economy and tourism

Issue Action Reasoning Objective
Timescale 
(priority)

Partners
Potential 
partners

Service 
awareness

Compile a list of 
businesses currently 
available on the Wem 
Industrial Estate (and 
other local parks) and 
encourage the Parish 
Council and Wem 
Economic Forum to 
look into collaborating 
on creating a useful 
directory

To support and help 
businesses

To help local 
businesses 
to grow and 
develop and 
to highlight to 
local residents 
the wide range 
of businesses 
available in the 
local area

Medium – 
2013/2014 
action

Wem Rural 
Parish 
Council 

Wem 
Economic 
Forum, 
Owners 
of Wem 
Industrial 
Estate

Education and 
training Issues

Highlight the skills 
gap identified by local 
businesses to the local 
secondary schools and 
colleges, and help drive 
collaboration between 
the two groups

Businesses highlighted 
a lack of suitably 
qualified staff available 
locally

To help 
businesses to 
find suitably 
educated local 
staff and to 
help create job 
opportunities for 
local people

Medium – 
2013/2014 
action

Wem Rural 
Parish 
Council 

Thomas 
Adams, 
Colleges, 
Wem 
Economic 
Forum

Business 
support

Highlight financial 
incentives for training, 
employment and 
investment available 
to local businesses 
from local, regional and 
national sources

Most business 
responses indicated 
that financial support 
incentives were needed 
to keep businesses in 
the area and attract 
new businesses

To promote 
financial 
incentives 
currently 
available to help 
businesses

Medium – 
2013/2014 
action

Shropshire 
Council, 
Wem Rural 
Parish 
Council 

Wem 
Economic 
Forum

Business 
support

Request that Shropshire 
Council improve access 
to advice on planning 
and remove any 
associated costs

The council has started 
charging for planning 
advice and it seems this 
policy is in conflict with 
the needs of businesses

To help local 
businesses 
to grow and 
develop

Medium – 
2013/2014 
action

Shropshire 
Council, 
Wem Rural 
Parish 
Council 

Wem 
Economic 
Forum

Business 
support

Ask Shropshire Council 
Highways Department 
to review the local road 
network and make 
suitable improvements

Responses indicate 
that businesses have a 
general dissatisfaction 
with the road 
infrastructure and this 
issue is a problem for 
businesses and may 
be restricting economic 
growth.

To help local 
businesses 
to grow and 
develop

Medium – 
2013/2014 
action

Highways, 
Wem Rural 
Parish 
Council 

Wem 
Economic 
Forum

Business 
support

Investigate the 
viability and desire 
for the creation of a 
cooperative buying 
group for businesses

To help businesses to 
reduce costs

To help local 
businesses 
to grow and 
develop

Medium – 
2013/2014 
action

Wem Rural 
Parish 
Council 

Wem 
Economic 
Forum, 
WTTI



28

Environment

Issue Action Reasoning Objective
Timescale 
(priority)

Partners
Potential 
partners

Poor roads Ask Shropshire Council 
Highways Department 
to provide an overview 
of the planned road 
improvements and 
maintenance schedule 
for roads in the 
parish. Share this with 
parishioners via the 
Rural Review

There is a general 
dissatisfaction from 
parishioners with roads 
and verges in the parish

To improve the 
quality of the 
road network

High –  
2013 action

Shropshire 
Council, 
Highways, 
Wem Rural 
Parish 
Council 

Poor roads Ask Shropshire Council 
Highways to publicise, 
possibly via the Rural 
Review, ways in which 
parishioners can update 
Shropshire Council 
directly regarding 
maintenance issues on 
the parish roads

Responses to the 
adult and business 
questionnaires 
highlighted negative 
views regarding the 
state of the parish roads

To provide 
Shropshire 
Council 
Highways with 
early warning 
of potential 
problems, to 
facilitate early 
repair and 
to empower 
parishioners

Removal of litter Work with local 
organisations to 
organise regular 
community litter picking 
exercises within the 
parish

Litter is perceived to 
be a problem and 
community schemes 
can make people more 
aware of this

To help clean up 
the parish and 
help make local 
parishioners 
aware of the 
negative impact 
littering has on 
the environment

Medium – 
2013/2014 
action

Wem Rural 
Parish 
Council 

Scouts, 
WI, Church 
Groups, etc.

Reduction in fly 
tipping

Educate parishioners of 
the main contact points 
at Shropshire Council 
to report incidents of fly 
tipping in the parish 

Questionnaire results 
show this is perceived 
as a problem

To help clean 
up the parish 
and remove any 
negative impact 
fly tipping has on 
the environment

Medium – 
2013/2014 
action

Shropshire 
Council, 
Wem Rural 
Parish 
Council. 
Wem Town 
Council, 

‘Watch’ 
schemes

Planning Highlight the views 
of local parishioners 
to potential future 
planning issues. Ask 
Shropshire Council 
Planning department 
to advise how they 
plan to communicate 
this information 
internally and work 
with Wem Rural Parish 
Council to ensure that 
parishioners’ views 
are considered when 
planning decisions are 
made

To share local views 
with planners to 
ensure that the views 
of local parishioners 
are considered along 
with national guidelines 
when future planning 
applications are 
considered

To ensure that 
the parish 
continues to 
develop in line 
with local views 
and desires for 
the community

Medium – 
2013/2014 
action

Shropshire 
Council–
woman 
Rural Parish 
Council 
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Environment (continued)

Issue Action Reasoning Objective
Timescale 
(priority)

Partners
Potential 
partners

Environmental 
issues

Highlight the 
enthusiasm for solar 
panels and other 
renewable technologies 
to appropriate 
organisations with the 
aim of organising local 
promotional events

To help local 
parishioners understand 
the cost implications 
and potential benefits 
(both financial and 
environmental) from 
adopting renewable 
energy solutions

To improve 
awareness 
and reduce 
the parishes 
requirement for 
fossil fuel energy

Medium – 
2013/2014 
action

Wem Rural 
Parish 
Council 

Energy 
Saving Trust 
or similar

Leisure and 
environment

Work with existing third 
sector organisations 
and the community to 
set-up local groups with 
a focus on walking, 
wildlife and countryside

To support the demand 
shown by parishioners 
when completing the 
adult questionnaire

To help local 
people to 
enjoy the local 
countryside and 
wildlife

Medium – 
2013/2014 
action

Wem Rural 
Parish 
Council 

Edstaston 
WI, Scouts

Leisure and 
environment

Identify the Shropshire 
Council Outdoor 
Recreation Team 
member with local 
responsibility and 
include contact 
details in the Rural 
Review publication. 
Highlight the results 
to the Outdoor 
Recreation Team 
and establish what 
future development/
maintenance plans 
Shropshire Council have 
for the parish footpaths

To support results of 
questionnaires

To improve 
footpaths, 
generate 
increase 
awareness 
and usage 
and ensure 
that footpaths 
are regularly 
maintained

Medium – 
2013/2014 
action

Shropshire 
Council, 
Wem Rural 
Parish 
Council

Parishioners, 
countryside 
and walking 
groups

Transport and Traffic

Issue Action Reasoning Objective
Timescale 
(priority)

Partners
Potential 
partners

Safer cycling Investigate with 
Shropshire Council 
Highways Department, 
and other departments, 
potential initiatives 
to make walking and 
cycling safer in the 
parish. Feedback 
proposals to the 
community

There was a clear 
indication that cycling 
and walking is valued 
by parishioners but are 
not considered as safe 
as they should be

To reduce risk 
to cyclist and 
walkers in the 
parish, which 
in turn will 
encourage these 
activities 

Medium – 
2013/2014 
action

Shropshire 
Council, 
Wem Rural 
Parish 
Council 

Community

Speeding traffic Highlight to the Police 
and Shropshire Council 
Highways Department 
that speeding and 
heavy vehicles are seen 
to be a major problem 
locally. Investigate 
ways to reduce both 
problems and report 
back to the community 
with a plan of action

Speeding and heavy 
vehicles are considered 
a problem by members 
of the parish

To make parish 
roads safer

Medium – 
2013/2014 
action

Police, Wem 
Rural Parish 
Council. 
Wem Town 
Council.

Wem 
Economic 
Forum
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