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Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council  

held on Tuesday 7 April 2015,  

in the Roden Suite, Edinburgh House, Wem  

starting at 7pm 
 

Formal Meeting 

Present:  

Councillors: Tim Wilton-Morgan (Chair), Peter Broomhall, Cath Coppinger,  

 Bev Horsley, Peter Marsh, Jon Murgatroyd, Peter Slack, Len Staines 

and Liz Vernon 

 Clerk:  Carole Warner 

  Members of the Public: approx. 48 

 

67/15 Public Participation Period 

 A resident read a letter on behalf of a resident of Ash Grove regarding the recent 

 clearance of trees and shrubs at the land east of Ash Grove.  Concerns were raised 

 about the intention of the site owner and the Council’s support was requested. 

 A resident made representations regarding the impact of the development at Round 

 Meadow on his amenity and increase risk of flooding.  He also questioned the need 

 for a 16.4% increase of the Precept when a grant of £69,000 was expected from 

 Shropshire Council. 

 A resident spoke on behalf of residents from Barkers Green in connection with the 

 planning application to be considered later in the meeting.  He outlined the reasons 

 why the Council should object to the application.   

 Mr Peter Richards spoke on behalf of a resident’s planning application which had 

 been withdrawn a few months ago and advised the Council that the resident was 

 minded to re-submit a new application in the near future. 

 A resident spoke on behalf of a number of residents regarding the motor cross event 

 held at Horton.  He advised that Shropshire Council had been advised of the dates 

 used for motor cross activities and that as the track had been ‘established’ the 

 permitted 14 days had been exceeded.  The event held on 29 March did take place 

 but appeared not to be well supported.   

 A resident who identified himself as the owner of the land at Horton referred to by 

 the pervious speaker and offered to come to a compromise with local residents.  He 

 had not been aware that it was such an issue.  He advised the May event had been 

 cancelled and no further activities would take place this year.  2016 would be for 

 personal use only. 

 

68/15 Apologies for absence 

Shropshire Councillors Chris Mellings and Pauline Dee 

 

69/15 Minutes 

  The minutes of the meeting held on 3 March 2015 and of the Extraordinary Meetings 

 held on 17 and 31 March 2015 were approved and signed. 
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70/15  Disclosable Pecuniary Interests and Hospitality Register: 

a. Members were reminded that they are required to leave the room during the 

discussion and voting on matters in which they have a disclosable pecuniary 

interest (DPI), whether or not the interest is entered in the register of members’ 

interests maintained by the Monitoring Officer. 

Cllr Staines declared bias and predetermination in agenda item 5bii (Planning). 

b. To consider any requests for Dispensation - None 

c. Members were reminded that they are required to declare any acceptance of gifts 

and hospitality.   

 

71/15 Planning: 

a. Decisions Received - noted 

i. 15/00069/FUL  The Shrubbery, Wem, SY4 5QZ 

Construction of menage and associated timber fencing 

Decision:  Grant Permission   

b. Applications Received - to consider response 

i. 15/00814/COU Brookdale, Station Road, Prees, SY13 2DW 

Change of use of part of the building from B8 to B2 

It was resolved there were no objections to the application. 

Cllr Staines made a statement in objection to the  

application to be discussed next and left the meeting 

ii. 15/01036/FUL Land Adj To The Builders Yard, Known As No. 8, Barkers Green 

Change of use of land for the stationing of caravans for residential purposes 

for 1no. gypsy pitch to together with the formation of hardstanding and an 

utility/dayroom ancillary to that use  

  It was resolved to object to the application and to delegate the Clerk to  

  compose the response which would include reference to Policies CS6 and 

  CS12, previous planning applications and appeals, drainage and traffic  

  issues and the lack of need for this type of development/local connection. 

Cllr Staines re-joined the meeting 

 

72/15 Parish Matters: 

a. Motor Cross event Horton 

It was noted that the land owner had stated that no more commercial events 

would take place at the site.  It was recommended that monitoring of the site 

continued and diaries of dates used should be completed by both parties. 

 It was resolved that the landowner be requested to confirm his offer for 

 future use in writing.  Shropshire Council’s opinion would be sought on the 

 permitted 14 days use in relation to an ‘established’ track. 

b. Tilley Footpath 

It was reported that there were still issues with the footpath.  The Clerk would 

refer the matter to Shropshire Council. 

 

73/15  Councillor Vacancy: 

a. To confirm co-option procedures 

 It was resolved to suspend Standing Orders to allow the candidate to make 

 a personal statement. 
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Mr Trevor Hayward spoke in support of his application.   

 It was resolved to re-instate Standing Orders 

The Clerk outlined the procedure of nomination, seconding and voting. 

b. To consider co-option of Parish Councillor 

 It was resolved to co-opt Mr Hayward as Councillor for Newtown Ward. 

 

74/15 Parish Clerk’s Report: 

The Clerk advised that Cllr Gee had resigned as Councillor for Newtown Ward.  She 

would formally declare the vacancy after the Annual Parish Meeting so to attract 

maximum publicity. 

 

75/15 Financial Matters: 

a. Balances for Information  

  Noted and approved.   

b. Outstanding accounts  

  The following payments were approved. 
C Warner  1,095.93 

Welshampton and Lyneal PC 78.00 

Information Commissioner 35.00 

SALC  528.19 

 

76/15 Round Meadow Wem Community-Led Housing 

a. To note approved Steering Group minutes  

None.  

b. Update  

Cllr Horsley updated members on the recent visit to the site by members of the 

Steering Group and Parish Council.  Members had been very impressed with the 

standard of build and finish.   

c.  Meet the Landlord Event 9 April 

The Clerk advised preparations for the Council’s stand were in hand. 

d. To consider appointments to the Steering Group and Residents Group 

 It was resolved to appoint Mr N Robinson to the Steering Group and Cllr 

 Coppinger to the Residents Group 

e. Resident’s email of 8 March - Local Connection records 

Councillors discussed the reasons why records were not held which included the 

signing of a Confidentiality Agreement with Severnside Housing.  With respect to 

an appeals process for decisions made regarding local connection, the Clerk would 

clarify with Severnside Housing their appeals process. 

 

77/15 Annual Parish Meeting 

 It was noted that preparation for the meeting was in place. 

 

78/15 Parish Council’s Action Plan 

  It was resolved that the Action Plan should be a regular item on the agenda 

  and that a Steering Group of Cllrs Slack, Wilton-Morgan and the Clerk would 

  review ‘Future Development in the Parish’. 
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79/15 Councillor Reports: 

a. Parish Councillors 

Cllr Staines reported on the recent Local Joint Committee meeting and in 

particular the future of the Library Service and Youth Commissioning. 

b. Shropshire Councillors:  

None 

 

80/15 Highways 

a. Edstaston junction repairs 

It was noted that the repairs had been scheduled for 24 April 2015. 

b. B5065 carriageway re-surfacing 2015 

It was noted that the works had been extended. 

General discussion took place regarding the recent delays and extensions of 

repairs and the standard of works carried out. The Clerk was requested to register 

the high level of dissatisfaction expressed by the Parish Council with Shropshire 

Council and to seek explanations. 

b. Shropshire Council email 17 February 2015, Barkers Green/Tilley Green junction 

Cllrs Staines, Marsh and the Clerk agreed to progress this matter. 

  

81/15 Correspondence: 

 The following correspondence was noted: 

a. SALC Bulletins 

b. NS Wheelers letter dated 27 March 2015 

 

82/15 Date of future meeting and to consider agenda items:  

 Tuesday 5 May 2015 (Annual Meeting) and to include Land east of Ash Grove, an 

 explanation of the increase of Precept and to consider the resident’s comments 

 regarding loss of amenity and drainage issues. 

 

83/15  Resolved: That under Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 

1960 the public and press be excluded from the meeting for the item of business 

numbered 18 as publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the 

inclusion of personal nature in the business to be transacted. 

  

84/15 To consider evidence of Local Connection. 

It was advised that the expected evidence was not yet available. 

 

The Chair, Cllr Wilton-Morgan, declared the meeting closed at 8.30pm  

 

 

 

Signed…………………………………………………..  Date…………………………… 


