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to the latest edition of the ‘Rural Review’. I hope you will find the
articles and action updates contained within this document useful.
Some good news to share with you! After a few years of negotiation with Shropshire Council to
change the name of the ‘Wem Ward’ (which sits to the south of the parish) we are pleased to
announce that Shropshire Council has completed its review of our request and this ward has been
re-named ‘Roden Ward’.
A request! One topic that has become an issue this year is the growth of hedges and the impact it
has had on visibility when driving along roads and lanes. We have had many comments about this
issue and I would like to take this opportunity to politely remind all landowners that they have a legal
responsibility to keep trees and hedges from overhanging and/or obstructing visibility on a public
road.
Please help us! The primary reason the Rural Review is posted to every household and business
within the Parish is to ensure that we keep in regular contact with you and update you on changes
and key issues that apply to the local area. However, there are occasions when more urgent
information needs to be shared with you. To help us communicate this information as quickly as
possible we are setting up an email notification list solely for this purpose. If you would like to join
this list please email the Clerk, and include your name and postal address, and we will add you to
the list. Be assured that the ‘Rural Review’ will continue to be posted to all properties on a quarterly
basis. If you do have any questions or comments regarding our local parish that you would like to
discuss please do not hesitate to contact one of your local councillors or the parish clerk.
Finally, as this is the last ‘Rural Review update before the festive period I would like to take this
opportunity on behalf of the Parish Council to wish you and your families a happy Christmas and a

prosperous and healthy 2017!
Jon Murgatroyd, Chair, Wem Rural Parish Council
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Every 4 years, all County, Town and Parish Councillors
must step down from their roles and all residents have the
opportunity to consider standing as a Councillor. This 4
yearly event is called a ‘normal election’ and will take place
next May.
Being a councillor is a rewarding form of public service that
puts you in a unique position where you can make
decisions about local issues and improve the quality of life
for people within the Parish. It gives you the opportunity to
help your local community and be part of a dedicated team
influencing and providing key services for your area.
You may wonder why people put themselves forward. We
asked the Parish Council’s newest and one of the longest
serving Councillors to explain:
Cllr Gillian Coleman said “I have lived in Coton since 2006
and ran my business in Wellington from 1998 and retired
in 2015 with my son taking over. I was selected as
Conservative Councillor to Wellington Town Council
representing my ward of Dothill in 2006 and ran an active
campaign knocking on every door! I feel very strongly that
local issues must be aired democratically to give a voice to
the community that may not otherwise be heard. On a
more down to earth level I feel that being involved in our

Parish Council Wem Rural, is better than standing on the
side line.”
Cllr Len Staines added: “Our family moved from
Shrewsbury to Barkers Green in August 1986, so I’ve lived
here for over 30 years. I can’t remember exactly when I
joined the Parish Council, but it wasn’t that long before I
started to complain to my local Parish Councillor, the late
Arthur Ward, about the traffic going through Barkers Green!
Arthur said that if I wanted to get involved I should be on
the Parish Council, and when I put myself forward for cooption for a casual vacancy – I was rejected! However, I
got on at the next proper election. In the following years I
soon got to know many of the residents of Barkers Green
and Aston, and found myself being asked to support them
over the many and varied issues that concerned them.
Frequent topics relate to highways and planning, not
always resulting in success, but whatever the outcome it
seems to act as a catalyst to try to succeed with the next
issue.”
If you are interested in knowing more about the role of
Councillor and the Parish Council please contact any
Councillor or the Clerk. Contac details are on the back
page.
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Councillors invite
members of their ward to
contact them to discuss
any issues or matters of
concern.

You can also
contact the Parish Clerk,
Carole Warner,
Orchard Cottage,
Rowe Lane,
Welshampton, SY12 0QB
01948 710672
or email
clerk@wemrural-pc.gov.uk

Liz Vernon

01939 234896 The Park, Edstaston, Wem, SY4 5RF

Gillian Coleman

01948 880944 Coton Grove, Coton, Whitchurch, SY13 2PQ

Jon Murgatroyd

01939 234384 Grange Farm, Poolhead, Wem, SY4 5QY

Bob Parsons

01939 23443

Pete Slack

01939 236990 Fairview, 7 Paddol Green, Wem , SY4 5QZ

Geoff Glover

01939 233357 The Old Stables, 1 The Barns, The Lowe, Wem,
SY4 5UE

Trevor Hayward

01939 233400 Oakhurst, The Lowe, Wem, SY4 5UE

Peter Broomhall

01939 232573 3 Swains Close, Wem, SY4 5NZ

Peter Marsh

01939 232498 Aston Hall, Wem, SY4 5JQ

Fiona Ford

01939 234358 Gwiwer Barn, Woodhouse Farm, Shawbury
Road, Wem, SY4 5PF

Len Staines

01939 234415 The Hawthorns, Barkers Green, Wem, SY4 5JW

Tim Wilton-Morgan

01939 235703 Palms Hill House, Palms Hill, Wem, SY4 5PQ

The Chapel, Poolhead, Wem SY4 5UH
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