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to the latest edition of the Rural Review.
I have been elected as the Chair of Wem Rural Parish Council for the next year and look forward to
my new role. On behalf of everyone, I would like to thank Jon Murgatroyd who has served as Chair
for the past two years, for his hard work and expertise. I am pleased that Pete Slack will be
continuing as Vice Chair and look forward to his support.
It was with great sadness that we heard about the sudden death of Mark Brothwood (NFU Agent).
He was a member of the Wem Economic Forum, representing the agricultural community for many
years. He was held in high regard by the Parish Council and Forum. I was especially shocked as it
was only ten days before his death that that my son and I were sitting with him at our kitchen table.
All I have spoken with, are incensed by the recent news that Barclays Bank have decided (without
any consultation!) to close the Wem branch because business has reduced 10% in the past two
years. This will leave Wem without a bank. Business people regularly meet each other in the bank;
elderly people use it as a life line. We are all driven to use online banking, travel to Whitchurch or
Shrewsbury or perhaps many are confused by how they will do their banking in the future. Wem
Rural Parish Council will be making very strong representations to Barclays Bank and to our local
MP Owen Patterson.
Liz Vernon, Chair, Wem Rural Parish Council
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Planning
Our Parish can generate a range of
applications, from a small extension
on a residential house to specialist
applications on specific issues.
Parish Councils are one of many
official consultees on most planning
applications and Councillors need to
understand Planning Policies to
respond effectively.
Training on Planning is therefore
essential for Councillors. Recently
our Councillors joined with
Councillors from Welshampton and
Lyneal Parish Council for a very
interesting, informative and frank
session with Shropshire’s most
senior planning officer, Ian Kilby,
(Planning Services Manager).
Although the main topics were on
business related applications (start
up and expansion) and conservation
issues, Councillors were able to
raise other matters as well.
Ian worked through a number of
examples of planning applications,
indicating in each case how the
planning officer’s report shows how
the decision was reached. In the
case of business applications,
decisions have to be made in
accordance with the Local Plan, as
well as considering national policies
embodied in the National Planning
Policy Framework. Consultees
views are important, and reasons for
supporting an application are asked
for as well as in cases where an
objection is submitted.
In all applications, supporting
documents like the Design and
Access Statement are important, as
well as seeking pre-planning advice.
Where conservation issues are
relevant, the application needs to
demonstrate how it preserves or
enhances the character or
appearance of the building.
The two Parish Councils are grateful
to Ian for his time in preparing and
delivering the session, which made
an important contribution to the
training needs of their Councillors.
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Parishioners may know that an AED (defibrillator) was installed some years ago on
the wall facing the road of Robinson and Young garage. It was manned by a group of
volunteers who had regular training on the use of the defibrillator, and CPR
(resuscitation). Originally it was linked to a calling system connected to West Midlands
Ambulance Service (WMAS). If there was a need in the area, WMAS called volunteers
in an agreed sequence, the first recipient either taking the call, or passing it on to the
next.
Unfortunately, as well as there being problems with obtaining training, recently most of
the volunteers have had to withdraw, for a variety of reasons. This has meant that the
calling system was no longer practical, and so that has been suspended.
However, the defibrillator remains in place, and at least it is available for public use in
the immediate vicinity of the garage and nearby properties. To access it, the garage
shop has the code for opening the cabinet. When the shop is closed, if it is needed for
an emergency, please telephone Cllr Len Staines on 01939 234415. Also, please
contact me on the same number if you would like further information or are thinking of
being a volunteer. If enough people are interested it might be possible to get the
calling system going again.
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Councillors invite
members of their ward to
contact them to discuss
any issues or matters of
concern.

You can also
contact the Parish Clerk,
Carole Warner,
Orchard Cottage,
Rowe Lane,
Welshampton, SY12 0QB
01948 710672
or email
clerk@wemrural-pc.gov.uk

Liz Vernon

01939 234896 The Park, Edstaston, Wem, SY4 5RF

Ruth Williams

01939 233389 Pool Cottage, Poolhead, Wem SY4 5QY

Jon Murgatroyd

01939 234384 Grange Farm, Poolhead, Wem, SY4 5QY

Georgia Bruce

07709 065195 Greenbank Farm, Poolhead, Wem SY4 5UH

Pete Slack

01939 236990 Fairview, 7 Paddol Green, Wem , SY4 5QZ

Geoff Glover

01939 233357 The Old Stables, 1 The Barns, The Lowe, Wem,
SY4 5UE

Stella Whyte

01948 710302 Grange Villa, Northwood, Wem, SY4 5NP

Peter Broomhall

01939 232573 3 Swains Close, Wem, SY4 5NZ

Peter Marsh

01939 232498 Aston Hall, Wem, SY4 5JQ

Fiona Ford

01939 234358 Gwiwer Barn, Woodhouse Farm, Shawbury
Road, Wem, SY4 5PF

Len Staines

01939 234415 The Hawthorns, Barkers Green, Wem, SY4 5JW

Tim Wilton-Morgan

01939 235703 Palms Hill House, Palms Hill, Wem, SY4 5PQ
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