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to the Autumn edition of the Rural Review.
I am very proud to report that Wem Rural Parish Council has been awarded the Gold Quality Mark
following attendance at the Local Councils’ Award Accreditation Panel Meeting at the Shirehall. I
attended with Carole, our wonderful Clerk, to give a presentation and answer questions. The panel
recognised our Council for being outstandingly proactive, highly committed and motivated to
achieve improvements for our community. Our work with Wem Town, the Wem Economic Forum
and Shropshire Council gained particular recognition for which Carole must be thanked. The
panel felt that the Emergency Plan work has been outstanding!!
On Saturday 10th August I attended the opening of the Animal Au Pair in Northwood. I was invited
by Linda Williams who must be congratulated for her hard work and enthusiasm for her new
business. She also invited the Northwood community into her garden to share the event and use it
as an opportunity as a fund raiser. £200 pounds was raised to spend on the future projects in the
Northwood Community.
I would like to draw your attention to five events that will be happening in September, October and
November in Wem Rural Parish. There is something for everyone I think! The ‘Peace Picnic’ to
be held at Newtown on Sunday 15th September. I am looking forward to seeing the exhibitions,
demonstrations and performances and sharing this event with local people. In Edstaston Village
Hall, there will be a Quiz (14th September) a Comedy evening (8th October), a Beer Festival (26th
October) and a Wildlife Talk (8th November). The committee are very busy raising funds for the
Village Hall extension and I can guarantee you will enjoy these events!
I want to say a big thank you to all who organise community events – they are all volunteers and
make tremendous efforts for us.
When was the last time you visited the Marches Mosses, the collective term for Fenn’s, Whixall,
Bettisfield, Wem and Cadney Mosses Special Area of Conservation? In this edition we have
inserted a Restoring the Marches Mosses booklet produced by the BogLIFE team who are doing
this restoration work. It explains why the work is being done, why the Mosses are so important and
how you can enjoy their unique beauty. Please complete the questionnaire attached to the booklet
and send it back in the stamped addressed envelope to be entered into a prize draw. The prize will
be a guided tour of the Mosses led by someone expert in the amazing wildlife and plants in this
wonderful landscape.
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Finally, I know there are people who are awaiting news about the Wem Rural Parish launch of
SmartWater. This will help you identify your belongings but importantly, will help secure safety in
our local area. We all know that rural crime is a problem. The launch event is on Saturday 21st
September at Edstaston Village Hall 10am - Noon where you can collect your kit and gain advice
from the police and local councillors on how to register your premises. The SmartWater kits have
been purchased with the help of a grant application by Wem Rural Parish Council. All residents
and businesses are eligible for a kit!
Liz Vernon,
Chair
Wem Rural Parish Council

Cllr Liz Vernon
and
Wem Town Mayor
Phil Glover
opening Animal Au Pair

What is SmartWater?
SmartWater is a sophisticated security system that protects
property, deters thieves and helps the police to convict
criminals. It can be directly applied to valuables or it can be
used to spray criminals committing a crime.
SmartWater contains a unique forensic code that is
registered to an address or location. Anything marked can
be traced back to where it came from, allowing the police to
identify stolen property and link criminals to crime scenes.
SmartWater is almost invisible in natural light but glows
brightly under ultraviolet (UV) light.
Why Do Criminals Avoid SmartWater?
If a criminal is marked with SmartWater or caught with
SmartWater-marked property, they face an increased risk
of prosecution. SmartWater has helped to convict hundreds
of criminals and has a 100% conviction rate. Police Forces
nationwide, along with many second hand dealers, scrap
merchants and recyclers are all looking for SmartWater.
Make Wem Rural Parish a Don’t Buy Crime Area
If we can distribute SmartWater kits to over 70% of
households in the Parish, the Council can claim a grant to
fund the kits and provide signage.
Make sure you collect your SmartWater kit!
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Councillors invite
members of their ward to
contact them to discuss
any issues or matters of
concern.

You can also
contact the Parish Clerk,
Carole Warner,
Orchard Cottage,
Rowe Lane,
Welshampton, SY12 0QB
01948 710672
or email
clerk@wemrural-pc.gov.uk

Liz Vernon

01939 234896 The Park, Edstaston, Wem, SY4 5RF

Ruth Williams

01939 233389 Pool Cottage, Poolhead, Wem SY4 5QY

Jon Murgatroyd

07766 106826 Honeysuckle Barn, Hollins Lane, Tilstock SY13
3NU

Huw Edwards

07834 252412 Bank House Farm, Paddol Green, Wem, SY4
5QZ

Pete Slack

01939 236990 Fairview, 7 Paddol Green, Wem, SY4 5QZ

Julia Goode

07971 102569 3 Oakhurst Villas, Newtown, SY4 5NT

Stella Whyte

01948 710302 Grange Villa, Northwood, Wem, SY4 5NP

Peter Broomhall

01939 232573 3 Swains Close, Wem, SY4 5NZ

Peter Marsh

01939 232498 Aston Hall, Wem, SY4 5JQ

Vacancy
Len Staines

01939 234415 The Hawthorns, Barkers Green, Wem, SY4 5JW

Tim Wilton-Morgan

01939 235703 Palms Hill House, Palms Hill, Wem, SY4 5PQ
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