In this Issue
WELCOME
COMMUNITY ROUND UP

–

–

PARISH COUNCIL
UPDATE
ACTIVAGE
COVID-19 TESTING
-

FOOTPATHS IN WEM
RURAL
–

THANK YOU TO TIM
FROM THE NCRA
WEM AREA CLIMATE
FORUM UPDATE

is produced by
Wem Rural Parish Council
Orchard Cottage
Rowe Lane
Welshampton
SY12 0QB
For further
information
please contact
Carole Warner on
01948 710672
email:
clerk@wemrural-pc.gov.uk
www.wemrural-pc.gov.uk

-

Liz Vernon,
Chair, Wem Rural Parish Council

Community
Round Up
Northwood
-

The Community Speed Watch team
are having an enforced break due to
the lockdown. Be warned though,
they will be back in action when it is
considered safe to do so.
Other community projects are also
on hold. The Council will help the
community to catch up on these
important matters as soon as it is
possible.

Prees Station
Some residents will not be aware
that Prees Station is located in Wem
Rural Parish and not Prees Parish.
Late last year Prees Parish Council
approached Wem Rural Parish
Council for support in improving the
car parking facilities at the station.
There are no formal parking
facilities, you just park on the road or
the country lane.

-

Representatives from the 2 Councils
have met and suggestions for just a
few spaces have been put to
Transport for Wales. Their next
period plan is already in place but
the Parish Council has received
assurances it will be considered in
the next review.

-

Community Grants
Following the appeal in the last
Review for community groups to
apply for funding, the Parish Council
approved the following grants:
Edstaston Village Hall: £600
Newtown Community and
Recreation Assoc: £400
Friends of Whitchurch Road, Wem
Cemetery: £400
1st Wem Scouts: £300
NS Wheelers: £300
Wem Christmas Lights and Festival:
£300
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Wem Area Climate
Forum Update
Despite the virus epidemic dramatically
affecting all aspects of our existence,
the Climate Forum has continued, but
understandably with notable
adjustments. Unfortunately after an
energetic and creative start to the group,
Hilary Canto has had to stand down as
leader due to health reasons, but
thankfully it has continued in the safe
hands of Malcolm Adkins, who has
continued to generate lots of ideas over
a range of issues.
-

-

-

Another necessary change has been the
way in which the Forum can meet, now
taking place with weekly Zoom sessions.
These have become a ‘think tank’,
generating a number of ideas that can
be put into practice when restrictions are
lifted, by linking with other community
groups. For example, developing
already existing ways of buying local
produce, thus reducing food miles as
well as engendering community spirit.
And stimulating identification and
improvement of cycling and walking
routes in Town and Rural areas, for
personal health, climate and
environmental quality enhancement.
Note the separate item in this newsletter
on footpaths. Also encouraging wider
involvement of community groups such
as young people, and linking in with the
‘dementia friendly’ initiatives. Malcolm
sees one of the roles of the Forum as
being a lobby group. In the light of the
Cor on avir us ep idem ic a nd its
consequences, a whole new Strategy for
Wem (including Wem Rural) needs to be
considered, but which will involve other
groups.
So although some things have changed,
the climate emergency has not gone
away. Maybe carbon dioxide output has
declined, but there is still more there in
the atmosphere than there should be,
and it can’t be said how it will be in the
long term, for example will polar icecaps
stop melting at an alarming rate? No
matter how small, everyone can make
some contribution to fighting climate
change.
A reminder that participation in the
Forum is open to anyone in the Town
and Rural areas of Wem, and there is no
obligation to join online sessions if you
prefer not to. Malcolm is happy to be
contacted by email at mal10@mac.com
and 07979 784967
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Councillors invite
members of their ward to
contact them to discuss
any issues or matters of
concern.
You can also
contact the Parish Clerk,
Carole Warner,
Orchard Cottage,
Rowe Lane,
Welshampton, SY12 0QB
01948 710672
or email
clerk@wemrural-pc.gov.uk

-

Huw Edwards

07834 252412 Bank House Farm, Paddol Green, Wem, SY4
5QZ

Glynis Nicholls

01939 234371 Pool Head Farm, Pool Head, Wem, SY4 5QY

Pete Slack

01939 236990 Fairview, 7 Paddol Green, Wem, SY4 5QZ

Liz Vernon

01939 234896 The Park, Edstaston, Wem, SY4 5RF

Ruth Williams

01939 233389 Pool Cottage, Pool Head, Wem SY4 5QY

Julia Goode

07971 102569 3 Oakhurst Villas, Newtown, SY4 5NT

Stella Whyte

01948 710302 Grange Villa, Northwood, Wem, SY4 5NP

Peter Broomhall

01939 232573 3 Swains Close, Wem, SY4 5NZ

Peter Marsh

01939 232498 Aston Hall, Wem, SY4 5JQ

-

For non-medical support
and enquires call direct
Covid-19 Helpline
0345 6789028 or
email customerfirst@shro
pshire.gov.uk.

Vacancy
Len Staines

01939 234415 The Hawthorns, Barkers Green, Wem, SY4 5JW

Tim Wilton-Morgan

01939 235703 Palms Hill House, Palms Hill, Wem, SY4 5PQ

On the Shropshire Council
website, there is a wide
range of information
available to help you
support the people in your
neighbourhoods and
beyond. Find the full
range of information
through this link: https://
www.shropshire.gov.uk/
coronavirus/informationfor-the-public/

Please check website
and notice board for
details
www.wemrural-pc.gov.uk
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