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WELCOME…. to the Winter issue of Rural Review.   

 
Once again there’s lots to read that covers future events like International 
Women’s Day, our Annual Parish meeting where the Constabulary will 
talk to us about rural crime and its prevention, our Spring Clean and the 
much more. We’re pleased to have had very positive feedback from 
recipients of last years’ community grants and this issue explains our 
timetable for submission of this year's grant applications.  
 
Some of you may remember that in our Autumn Review I promised to 
walk some the paths that surround Wem and write a little report. So as 
the weather improves there are some beautiful walks waiting for you. 
Thanks to everyone that supports Wem Rural PC to fulfil its statutory 
duties as the first level of government but more 
importantly to provide a voice for our community, 
support local initiatives and invest in worthy 
community projects. I look forward to welcoming 
you to your Annual Parish meeting in a few months 
time. 
 
Huw Edwards 
Chair, Wem Rural Parish Council 

Community Grants 

Wem Rural Parish Council is 
committed to supporting local 
community groups and each year 
it runs a Community Grants 
Scheme and is inviting voluntary 
organisations and community 
groups to apply. 
 
Application forms can be 
downloaded from the Wem Rural 
Parish Council website, 
alternatively contact the Clerk to 
request a form. 
 
The deadline is Friday 29th 
March 2024.  
 
All applications will be considered 
on their individual merits that 
benefit the local community.  
 
Decisions will be made at the 
Parish meeting in April 2024. 



 

 

If you’ve been to Edstaston Village Hall you will have seen our lovely extension (completed in June 2022) 
with its accessible automatic entrance door leading to a lobby and through into the bright extension to the 
main hall. Bifold doors open out onto the new patio and outside green space.  There is a new modern 
kitchen and other renovations in the hall have created a new fully accessible toilet with added baby 
changing facilities.  
 
None of this would have been possible without community grants from Wem Rural Parish Council. We 
are so lucky to have a forward-thinking council supporting our community. Edstaston Village Hall is 
owned entirely by the community and is the only village hall in Wem Rural Parish. Since the extension 
was built, hire of the hall has increased threefold. New activities include Fitsteps on a Wednesday 
evening, monthly Craft and Chat sessions and quarterly Saturday morning Coffee mornings (next one is 
on March 23rd and will feature Easter activities for the children as well as plenty of cake!)  

 
The Parish Council has also granted funds for 
extras such as the retaining wall and fencing in 
the car park and the battery-operated lawnmower 
for keeping the new grassed area looking great.  

THANK YOU TO Wem Rural Parish Council 



 

 

Update from the Chair Walking in the Parish 

As promised in the Autumn Rural Review I donned my walking boots and warm clothes and have 
completed four of the walks around Wem that the Parish Paths Partnership have both repaired and 
documented. All of the walks I did start and finish at the Co-op car park and apart from my walking 
attire I took with me only the walk instructions, my phone and a light snack. The Ordnance Survey 
Explorer Map 241 covers the area and if you buy the map you can also access the map on your phone 
using the OS Map application. But all you really need are the walk instructions.  
 
I started with Walk 5 on a drizzly day in early October that loops south west from Wem, along the 
River Roden then left into Tilley, across the railway towards Oaklands, Tilley Green, across the 
Shawbury Road and back towards Tilley via the Ruewood Nature Reserve. It’s about 5 miles and took 
me just over two hours. I chose this route as it’s the shortest so was a good introductory walk that I 
thoroughly enjoyed. 
 
A month later I ventured on Walk 6 with two members of the Paths Partnership team. This is a longer 
walk ( 8.5 miles ) and heads east from Wem towards Soulton Wood, which will be beautiful in the 
spring when carpeted with bluebells, across the A49 to Wixhill and turning towards Lee Brockhurst. 
There are some wonderful views from Wixhill back towards Wem and the Welsh Hills beyond that my 
photographic skills don’t capture adequately. Then towards Barkers Green and back into Wem. It took 
us just under 4 hours, allowing for a light lunch along the way. 
 
By Christmas I has also completed Walk 4 ( which is mostly the reverse of Walk 5 with a loop towards 
Barkers Green on the way back to Wem ) and Walk 3 which involves taking the train from Wem to 
Prees ( it's a request stop at Prees ) then walking back to Wem via Edstaston.  
 
All in all I thoroughly enjoyed my walks. I was lucky with the weather but it was wet underfoot and 
heavy going in a few places but these will be marvellous walks in the spring and summer so I look 
forward to retracing my steps and doing more walks as they are published.  
 
My thanks to the Paths Partnership volunteers who with help from Shropshire Council, Wem Town 
and Rural Parish Councils have forged ahead to bring these paths back to life for us to enjoy. 



 

 

After being closed for over 14 months, The Horse and Jockey pub at Northwood finally re-opened its doors 
in its new incarnation as a Community Pub just in time for Christmas.    

Upon hearing the pub was to be put up for sale in October 2022, a community group was quickly formed 
with the goal of saving the pub.  They campaigned hard over the next 9 months, gaining the support of 
Wem Rural Parish Council, and local MP, Helen Morgan, along the way.  After nearly a year of very hard 
work, a team of 9 volunteers managed to raise the funds needed from nearly 90 local community sharehold-
ers, a very generous loan from a local business man and money from the central government levelling up 
fund, in order to purchase the Horse and Jockey and to resurrect it as a community pub. 

As expected after a closure of 14 months, there was a lot of work to set up a new pub effectively from 
scratch.  Initially, the focus was on the most pressing urgent jobs, with the focus on refitting the cellar, refur-
bishment of the bar area, some general DIY tasks as well as a deep clean of the public areas helped by 
members of the village.  

The hard work paid off when opening night came.  The evening was a huge success with the inaugural pint 
pulled by local MP, Helen Morgan, and witnessed by Bob Hockenhull from BBC Midlands Today and report-
ers from the Shropshire Star and Whitchurch Herald.   

Since then, the committee has not stood still and works have been ongoing since the end of January to 
complete the first phase of a refurbishment programme of the kitchen, restaurant and snug area.  The fin-
ished works will see a completely newly decorated restaurant and snug with new furniture and furnishings 
to go with a totally new menu to reflect the comments and requests of the community as part of the surveys 
completed last year.  Other projects for 2024 will be the creation of a pub garden so that people can enjoy a 
drink and a bite to eat as and when the sun decides to shine this summer. 

The Horse and Jockey community pub is completely invested in being a part of local life and they are 
pleased to be able to begin hosting a local business networking group regularly from April onwards.  Doors 
are also open on Friday mornings at 10am for coffee and cake which have proved very popular so far and 
these will expand these as the year goes on.  The menu and drinks offerings also reflect a commitment to 
serving local produce wherever possible.  With so many fantastic producers around this area it is incredibly 
easy to work towards the aim of zero food miles. 

Along with the welcome return of the local ladies cards group and regular visits from the tractor club, and 
young farmers, the Horse and Jockey is also delighted to be able to offer regular quiz nights, and, after sev-
eral requests, bingo evenings!  Suggestions for other events are very welcome and all upcoming events are 
advertised on the pub face book page. 

The Horse and Jockey, in its new incarnation really is going from strength to strength and the team behind 
the bar are really looking forward to meeting and providing a warm welcome to as many familiar and new 
faces as possible in 2024.  

The Horse and Jockey, back in the saddle! 



 

 

We had an extremely busy year at the cemetery in 2023. Many thanks to Wem Rural Parish Council for 
kindly supporting us with a community grant, which helped us to make such amazing progress. It is 
hugely encouraging to our hard-working team to be supported in this way and your grant was put towards 
the cost of grass cutting during the year. 

In February we commissioned Harriet Carty, of Caring for God’s Acre, to carry out a survey of the 
cemetery grounds and to advise us on how to increase biodiversity and reduce the carbon footprint.  We 
followed many of her suggestions and managed the grassland slightly differently during the year.  We cut 
the grass at a regular time interval but left it at mid length to allow shorter plants to flower. During the early 
part of the Summer we kept the grass longer at the back of the cemetery, we introduced ‘no mow May’ 
and, where possible, we cut paths to allow best access to the graves. We introduced a meadow area to 
the North of the site.  We also erected a dead-hedge, which incorporates a hedgehog house, and we 
installed bat and bird boxes. We are once again reviewing our grass management for 2024. 

We were pleased to have been able to purchase a new WW1 commemorative bench, which we 
positioned near the cemetery chapel. We improved signage and repaired the rotting oak-framed 
interpretation panel. One of our volunteers completed the laborious task of painting the front railings, 
which are looking splendid.  In addition, the 200-metre perimeter fence had two full coats of wood 
protector. This was no mean task! We also worked hard to divide and dig the compost area and we 
provided some wonderful free compost to the community. The area now seems to be used responsibly 
with not too much evidence of plastic waste.  

Update from The Friends of Whitchurch Road Cemetery 

Just for fun. Can you complete this crossword? Answers will 
be published in the next issue of Rural Review. 

In May we applied to be considered for 
the 2023 Churchyard award scheme, 
run annually by the Diocese of Lichfield.  
The results were announced at an event 
in Stafford in October. Everyone 
received either a bronze, silver or gold 
certificate and we were delighted be 
awarded gold and also a ‘nature 
friendly’ certificate.                    

During 2024 we hope to make further 
improvements to the cemetery. We also 
hope to  open the chapel as often as 
possible. Please contact Judy Crichton 
on 01939 234489 or Hazel Adkins on 
01939 235559 to arrange a viewing. 

We always need new volunteers, please 
get in touch if you can help in any way. 

Barkers Green  
Noticeboard 

It's been brought to our attention that 
the noticeboard in Barkers Green has 
been damaged and is now need of a 
replacement. 
 
Wem Rural Parish Council are curre 
ntly considering whether this may be an 
opportunity to relocate the noticeboard 
or whether to keep it in it's current  
location opposite Jewsons. 
 
We may also take this opportunity to 
consider whether we should upgrade 
the noticeboard materials and we would 
like to hear your views on this. Please 
contact the Clerk to share your ideas. 



 

 

Readers of previous editions of Rural Review will have seen reports of WACA activities before. The 
main aim of Wem Area Climate Action is to is to work with individuals and groups to develop local 
knowledge and awareness on practical steps to reduce our contribution to climate change. 
 
Over the past year the group has made significant progress in a number of ways. One of the most 
important steps is to achieve Charitable Status, so that funding can be obtained to support projects 
in the community. This has required developing a constitution, and setting up a bank account – 
which turned out to be harder than we expected! 
 
At the same time, we have moved forward with a number of projects. Particularly important is to 
educate young people, and with the agreement of staff we are working with Thomas Adams School 
with wildflower gardening. 
 
To achieve our aims it is necessary for us to receive training, and we are very fortunate, via Save 
Our Shropshire, to have been able to have one of our members become a Shropshire Climate 
Champion – there are only four of them in the whole County. Also, other members have received 
training in Shropshire’s Carbon Literacy Project, and Habitat Mapping. 
 
Along with Wem Town Council, we have campaigned against the redevelopment of Edinburgh 
House; our particular concern is that it would involve knocking down two thirds of the building and 
thus take away the Embodied Carbon associated with creating it. 
 
We have set up or participated in a number of events over the last year, in particular a Green 
Information Drop-in event in the Town Square, where we also manage the Incredible Edibles plot. In 
the run up to Christmas we participated in the Christmas Tree Festival in St Peter’s Church, where 
visitors hung messages on a tree, with particular reference to global warming and COP 28 which 
produced plenty of creative responses. Another of our members belongs to, and liaises with, Wem 
P3 (Parish Paths Partnership). 
 
So in planning for 2024, now that we can access funding, we have applied for grants to improve the 
visual appearance and facilities for Incredible Edibles on the Town Square, which is the public face 
of WACA. With the help of Wem Town Council, we would like to expand wildflower areas in the 
Town. We also hope to participate in as many Town events as possible, such as the Spring Harvest, 
Rotary Festival, Sweet Pea Festival, Vehicles of Interest – which should include an electric vehicle! – 
Wem Carnival, and the Harvest Market. We’re also investigating the possibility of a drama 
production – but that’s still at its very early stages. 
 
As you can see, we have big ideas and plans for the future, and WACA is always ready to welcome 
new volunteers from Wem Rural and Wem Town. We are a committed but informal group, and meet 
monthly alternately on a Monday or Wednesday at 7.15 pm at Wem Senior Club. We can be 
contacted at wemclimateaction@gmail.com. Think Global but Act Local!  

WACA Update 

A Tribute to William John Turner ‘Bill” 

January brought sad news to the people of Tilley. Many will 
remember Bill Turner from Turner’s butchers in Wem. They 
made the best pork pies! 

Turner’s was a family butchers started by Bill’s father and ran by 
his two sons until their retirement in 1999. With a short spell 
doing National service in the RAF.  

Last year they celebrated their Diamond Wedding Anniversary, 
receiving a card from the late Queen. Bill and Willis came as a 
team and he supported her involvements in RNLI, the Sweet Pea 
Festival and gardening. 

Bill was often to be seen tearing around the village on his scooter 
chatting to walkers and villagers.  
 
Bill you have left us with happy memories and ‘Afterglow’. 

mailto:wemclimateaction@gmail.com


 

 

Wem Rural Parish Councillors have been out and about meeting lots of the parishioners to hand 
deliver the previous edition of the Rural Review in order to save costs on postage. Apologies if your 
home was missed due to the bad weather. This was a great opportunity to touch base with 
parishioners and to hear concerns and feedback on their doorsteps. 
 
It is exciting to see the Horse and Jockey up and running, and what a fabulous job has been done by 
all those involved in making the community pub a warm and welcoming place to visit. We were all very 
encouraged to see such a great outcome resulting from a group of likeminded people acting in unison 
to achieve something for the benefit of the community.  Local business women along with our Chair 
gathered for a meeting in preparation for International Women's Day, hosted at the Horse and Jockey 
with coffee and cake.  Those present brought a very positive attitude to the theme and shared what 
contribution they could make. This collaboration has given us all something to look forward to on 8th 
March, at Wem Town Hall. 
 
Cllr Julia Goode and Cllr Huw Edwards took part is a series of webinar meetings. They were part of 
the hidden crime updates, topics covered were: controlling and coercive behaviour, domestic abuse 
and violence, human trafficking and modern slavery. The Councillors both agreed that these webinars 
were beneficial to attend and that it was important to address these important issues that exist within 
our community. 
 
The NCRA has carried out much of the essential work to maintain the play-park and new garden area. 
Come the spring, the vegetable beds will be planted and the fruit trees will be in. There is a scheme 
whereby the trees can be sponsored, so please keep your eyes peeled for further information on the 
NCRA Facebook page. Efforts to raise funds for the next stage of the car park will commence soon. if 
anyone has any ideas as to source funds, do please get in touch with us. 
 
Three committee members left  earlier this year, John, Gareth and Caley Lay and the NCRA are still in 
need of a new secretary. If anyone would be interested in supporting this very worthwhile charity, do 
please step forward. The NCRA has a new treasurer following Jeff Davies stepping down, We would 
like to thank Jefff and Tracy for all their hard work. Jeff will remain on the committee.  
 
Do please feel free to contact Cllr Goode or Cllr Britton if there is anything you would wish to discuss 
relating to the ward of Northwood and Newtown. 

News from Newtown and Northwood  



 

 

PARISH COUNCILLORS 
12 Councillors represent the 3 wards 

EDSTASTON   

Huw Edwards 07834 252412 Bank House Farm, Paddol Green, Wem, SY4  
5QZ 

Jan Hilditch 07973 934713 West View, Newtown, Wem, SY4 5UF  

William Minty 07762 478353 Lowe Pond Farm, Lowe, Wem, SY4 5UE 

Pete Slack 01939 236990 Fairview, 7 Paddol Green, Wem,  SY4 5QZ 

Liz Vernon 01939 234896 The Park, Edstaston, Wem, SY4 5RF 

NEWTOWN   

John Britton 01948 710846 Salters Rest, Northwood, SY4 5NW 

Julia Goode  07971 102569 3 Oakhurst Villas, Newtown, SY4 5NT  

RODEN   

Peter Broomhall 01939 231565 Tilleycroft, 77 Roden Grove, Wem, SY4 5HJ 

Andrew Matthews 07929 783456 I Pyms Cottages, Lowe Hill, Wem, SY4 5UD 

Denise Morgan 01939 232906 4 Locksmith Cottage, Tilley, Wem, SY4 5HE 

Jordan Page 07508 270009 2 Tilley Green, Wem, SY4 5PL 

Len Staines 01939 234415 The Hawthorns, Barkers Green, Wem, SY4 5JW 

Wem Rural Parish Council 
www.wemrural-pc.gov.uk 

www.facebook.com/wemruralPC 

Councillors invite  

members of their ward to 
contact them to discuss 
any issues or matters of 
concern.  
 
You can also  
contact us: 
 
Parish Clerk:  
Helen McCabe 
Tel: 07720 854185 
Email:  
clerk@wemrural-pc.gov.uk 
www.wemrural-pc.gov.uk 

The Parish Council normally meet on the first Tuesday of the month at 
Edstaston Village Hall at 7pm . Please refer to the Council’s website. 

M E E T I N G S  

This newsletter is printed on recycled 
paper.  When you have finished with 
it please recycle. 
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This newsletter can be made available in  
large print and audio tape.   

Please call 07720 854185 further details. 

 

 
Do you have a 
story to 
share? 
Wem Rural Parish Council 
would like to share news 
from local businesses, chari-
ties and community groups. 
 
Please send your stories to 
the Clerk 


